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Wherever you venture in the world there really is nowhere like Borneo. A truly 

great destination which has something to offer everyone from soft adventures 

to wildlife encounters.  

Visit the majestic Mount Kinabalu or the lush green rainforests of Sandakan, 

home to the wild men of Borneo - the orang-utan - or experience the ancient 

traditions of the Iban tribes deep in the jungle. When you have had your fill of 

culture and wildlife, just sit back and relax on a beautiful palm fringed beach.

 
See page 262 for Holiday Information for Borneo

Shangri-La’s Tanjung Aru, Sabah

Sarawak
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Planning your holiday

Why visit Borneo?
Straddling the equator and dominated by 
luxuriant rainforest, Borneo is a unique 
destination that provides a visual feast at every 
turn. The Malaysian portion is an exotic paradise 
comprised of two states, Sabah and Sarawak, 
boasting extraordinary landscapes, ancient 
tribes and astonishing wildlife.

Sabah may be the smaller of the two states but 
has a wealth of natural riches to explore.  
One of its greatest attractions is Mount Kinabalu 
National Park, a significant natural environment 
dominated by Mount Kinabalu. The dazzling 
abundance of flora and fauna are worth the visit 
alone, but for those who like a challenge, joining 
an escorted tour to the summit of majestic  
Mount Kinabalu will live long in the memory.  

Sabah

Kota Kinabalu

From the historic town of Sandakan, take a cruise 
along the Kinabatangan River to see proboscis 
monkeys, monitor lizards, hornbills and, if you’re 
lucky, pygmy elephants; at Sepilok Orang-Utan 
Rehabilitation Centre observe these endearing 
creatures as they are prepared for a life back in 
the wild.

In Sarawak, stay in a traditional longhouse with 
the Iban tribe, once renowned as head hunters! 
Also not to be missed are the Mulu Caves, 
said to be the largest in the world and home to 
thousands of bats.
Once you’re explorations are over, Borneo’s 
beaches are a simply heavenly place to relax 
and reflect on the wonderful treasures of this 
mystical island.

What you need to Know 
The prices
Our holidays include flights with scheduled 
airlines, accommodation, meals as detailed 
and private transfers. Room upgrades and 
meal supplements are per person per night. 
All prices shown are based on the best value 
travel dates in low season.   

Getting there
There are no direct flights to Borneo from the 
UK and most people travel via either Kuala 
Lumpur, Singapore or Hong Kong, which takes 
approximately 16 hours.

Best time to go
Borneo enjoys a tropical climate with high 
temperatures and humidity. March to October 
are considered the best months for travel, as 
November to February can bring more rain. 
However, rainforest areas can be unpredictable 
so rain can occur at any time, even if just a short 
sharp downpour. 

Flight upgrades
Why not travel in style and upgrade to a higher 
class cabin, where you will benefit from greater 
comfort and space. Borneo upgrade prices are: 
Business class from £1399 or first class from 
£4399 one way.
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It’s the perfect destination for…
Those keen to take a walk on the wild side! 
Few other destinations in the world can rival 
Borneo for its prolific array of captivating wildlife, 
exhilarating soft adventure experiences and 
incredible natural scenery.

Classic Borneo
Our Glimpses of Borneo Tour (page 110) is the 
perfect introduction to this incredible destination. 
The tour highlight is the visit to the Sepilok Orang-
Utan Sanctuary to observe these adorable 
creatures, known as the ‘wild men of Borneo’. 
There are further opportunites to spot wildlife, 
such as proboscis monkeys, hornbills and monitor 
lizards, as you cruise along the Kinabatangan 
River before discovering Borneo’s delightful coast 
and stunning beach resorts.

Explore more…
Our Journey to Borneo Tour (page 111) 
showcases the very best of Sabah and Sarawak, 
or consider a shorter experience (see pages 
112-115). From Gunung Mulu National Park, 
which has the world’s largest caves and featured 
on David Attenborough’s Planet Earth; the 
challenge of scaling Mount Kinabalu’s heights; 
and tribal encounters on the Blue Lagoon 
Adventure, to glimpses of flame-haired orang-
utans in Sandakan and the opportunity to trek 
amidst Tabin Wildlife Reserve, Borneo awaits.

Borneo and beyond
With no direct flights operating between the UK 
and Borneo, this allows you to visit Singapore, 
Kuala Lumpur or Hong Kong before flying 
onwards to Borneo. Alternatively, why not stop 
over in the Middle East for a taste of desert life 
en route to Borneo. See pages 8-11 for our 
suggested multi-centre itineraries.

 

Sandakan

TabinLahad Datu

Sepilok

Kota Kinabalu

Gunung Mulu
National Park

Mount Kinabalu

Sabah

Sarawak 

Bandar Seri Begawan

Kuching

Batang Ai

Brunei

Damai

Borneo

Kalimantan

South China Sea

Enhance your Stay Excursions perfectly enhance your holiday and 
offer excellent value. Prices are per person.

Visit the Sabah Museum for a closer look at Sabah’s ethnic 
diversity, then drive by major landmarks such as the State 
and City Mosque, Wisma Tun Mustapha, Pottery Centre 
and University of Sabah. Enjoy a brief stop at Signal Hill 
for a bird’s eye view of the city and, if time allows, stop at 
the handicraft market. 

Kota Kinabalu city tour Sabah
from £25

This full day tour begins with a guided nature trek along 
one of the many trails. Visit the Mount Kinabalu botanical 
garden before proceeding to Poring Hot Springs and 
perhaps take an invigorating dip. For a closer look at 
nature take the canopy walk which offers a spectacular 
view of the Borneo Rainforest. 

Poring Rainforest & Kinabalu Park Sabah
from £69

Afternoon departure for a two hour journey to southern 
Sabah. Enjoy the beauty of the mangrove forest before a 
boat trip in search of proboscis monkeys, macaque, silver 
langur and eagles. Dinner is served by the river bank. 

Klias Wetland River Cruise Sabah
from £69

This full day tour begins with an early flight from Kota 
Kinabalu to Sandakan and transfer to the Sepilok Orang-
Utan Sanctuary. Enjoy a guided walk to the feeding platform 
where the animals are fed twice a day. Continue to the 
Borneon Sun Bear Conservation Centre to learn more about 
this little-known bear found only in Southeast Asia. 
Enjoy lunch before your flight back to Kota Kinabalu. 

Wild Men of Borneo Sabah
from £169

Cruise past the State Mosque and visit the Cat Museum, 
then view the Astana (Governor’s residence). Also see the 
Court House, the Sarawak Museum and Central Market. 

Kuching city tour Sarawak
from £19

Journey by boat to the river delta observing the wildlife in 
its natural habitat. See the Bako mangrove trees, a fishing 
village and, with luck, Irriwaddy dolphins.  

Swamp & Dolphin Cruise Sarawak
from £35
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Day 1: Fly to Kuala Lumpur. 
Day 2 Kuala Lumpur: Arrive in the Malaysian capital, a 
city boasting gleaming skyscrapers, colonial architecture 
and welcoming locals. You will be met and transferred to 
your hotel where you have time to relax, perhaps take a 
stroll and start exploring this multicultural haven.
Days 3-4 Kuala Lumpur: Two days at leisure to explore 
the many sights independently or by joining an excursion 
(extra charge). No visit to KL would be complete without 
visiting the iconic Petronas Twin Towers, which have an 
observation deck on level 86 and double-decker skybridge 
for breathtaking views. Other notable attractions include the 
Jamek Mosque, Merdeka Square, colourful Chinatown and 
the Railway Station.
Day 5 Kuala Lumpur/Kota Kinabalu: Transfer to the 
airport for your flight to Kota Kinabalu on Sabah. On arrival 
you will be met and transferred to your hotel. 
Days 6-8 Sabah beach resort: Three full days to relax 
at this luxurious beach haven set amidst a nature reserve. 
Along with the spectacular beachfront, the resort is home to 
an eco-friendly golf course, a variety of thrilling watersports 
and a magnificent spa. Unique to the resort is the Nature 
Interpretation Centre, gateway to the nature reserve, where 
you can meet some of Borneo’s wildlife, including several 
species of endangered animals in Sabah. 

iconic city sights in KL•soft adventure and unforgettable wildlife•gorgeous Borneo beaches

Departures: Daily and operates for a minimum of two 
passengers.
Accommodation: Swiss Garden KL; Shangri-La’s Rasa Ria for 
the first four nights and Shangri-La’s Tanjung Aru at the end of 
the itinerary (Sabah beach); Borneo Nature Lodge Sandakan (or 
similar). The river cabins at Sandakan are basic with an en suite 
shower/toilet.
Meals: Room only. Lunch and dinner included on day 9. 
Breakfast and lunch included on day 10. 
Tour price: The price shown is based on the best value travel 
dates in low season and includes return international flights 
from the UK, private transfers, 12 nights accommodation and 
sightseeing as outlined. 
The visit to Sandakan will suit some and be impossible for 
others and is not recommended to the less mobile. It is soft 
adventure and the terrain can be unpredictable. Comfortable 
shoes, insect repellent and binoculars are strongly 
recommended. 

What you need to know

Glimpses of Borneo 
Part-escorted tour

Day 9 Sabah beach resort/Kota Kinabalu/
Sandakan: Transfer to Kota Kinabalu for an early 
morning flight and then proceed for 30 minutes to the 
Sepilok Orang-Utan Sanctuary. Take a guided walk 
through the jungle to the feeding platform to hopefully 
catch a glimpse of these lovable creatures. Travel by 
road to the Lower Kinabatangan River Sanctuary, before 
cruising up river to Sukau village in search of the Proboscis 
monkeys, birds and wildlife. From January 2019 the boat 
transfer is to Borneo Nature Lodge where you enjoy lunch 
before viewing wildlife and birds in the rainforest. 
Day 10 Sandakan/Kota Kinabalu/Sabah beach 
resort: After breakfast visit the Gomantong Cave, 
famed for its edible birds nests. Later, during a city tour 
of Sandakan visit the Water Village to see native stilt 
houses and also the Central Market. From January 
2019, enjoy lunch after Gomantong Cave and then fly 
back to Kota Kinabalu for your onward transfer to the 
beach resort. 
Days 11-13 Sabah beach resort: Should you tire of 
lazing under a swaying palm, the resort is just 10 minutes 
from Kota Kinabalu city, or optional excursions to nearby 
Poring Hot Springs or Kinabalu National Park are available 
(extra cost).
Day 14 Sabah beach resort/Kota Kinabalu/KL: 
Transfer to Kota Kinabalu for the return flight to KL for your 
onward journey.

Sepilok

Malaysia

Indonesia

Kuala Lumpur

South China 
Sea

Borneo

Kota Kinabalu

Sandakan
beach resort

SepilokKota Kinabalu
Borneo
Nature
Lodge

Kuala Lumpur 3 nights ~ Sabah beach 4 nights

Sandakan 1 night ~ Sabah beach 4 nights

12 night part-escorted tour from 
£1999pp

Gomantong Cave

Shangri-La’s Tanjung Aru
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Day 1: Fly to Kuala Lumpur.
Days 2-3 Kuala Lumpur: Two days at leisure to explore 
the Malaysian capital, with its mix of traditional Moorish 
architecture, superb shopping and soaring skyscrapers. 
Sights include the Petronas Twin Towers, the Jamek mosque, 
Sultan Abdul Samad building and the railway station. 
Day 4 Kuala Lumpur/Kuching: Morning flight to Kuching 
in Sarawak, East Malaysia. This afternoon’s city tour of 
Kuching includes the museum with its interesting insights into 
history and wildlife, the Astana residence (the former home 
of the white Rajahs), the state mosque, the waterfront and a 
kampong fishing village. 
Day 5 Kuching/Batang Ai: After breakfast, travel light as you 
journey by road (approx 155 miles/5 hours) through a scenery 
of typical villages, paddy fields, rubber and pepper plantations 
and virgin jungle. Travel deeper into the interior before 
transferring by boat to your longhouse style hotel which enjoys a 
stunning position. This evening enjoy a short nature walk.
Day 6 Batang Ai: Travel by longboat towards the Lemanak 
River to an Iban settlement and traditional style longhouse 
built on stilts deep in one of the world’s oldest rainforests. 
Observe the ancient crafts of the Ibans as they work on the 
“ruai”, a long communal veranda that stretches the entire 
length of the longhouse, before you are treated to blow pipe 
demonstration by traditionally clad natives. Bid farewell to 
a people and a way of life relatively untouched by modern 
civilisation and return down river on a one hour journey to 
your hotel. The afternoon is at leisure. 

fascinating Iban tribes • wildlife encounters • pristine sandy beaches 

As an alternative to the hotel accommodation, 
you may prefer to “go local” in dormitory style 
accommodation - an opportunity to experience an 
original Iban longhouse. 
Day 7 Batang Ai/Damai: Journey by boat, then 
continue by road to Kuching and then onwards to Damai 
(approx 128 miles/4½ hours).
Days 8-9 Damai: Two days at leisure at Sarawak’s 
main beach resort where pristine sandy beaches by the 
South China Sea are framed by the lush tropical forest 
of majestic Mount Santubong. You may choose to simply 
relax; however, for the more active there are jungle 
trails to explore, excellent golf as well as numerous 
watersports and land based activities. You may wish to 
visit the adjoining Sarawak Cultural Village (extra charge), 
a fascinating living museum where it is possible to see 
the ethnic diversity at a glance, be tempted by an array 
of handicrafts including textiles, baskets, ceramics and 
woodcarvings. Don’t miss the cultural performance of 
songs and dances during your visit.
Day 10 Damai/Kuching/Sabah: Travel to Kuching for 
an onward flight to Kota Kinabalu, the capital of Sabah. 
Day 11 Kota Kinabalu National Park: Visit Mount 
Kinabalu National Park, a designated World Heritage Site 
dominated by Borneo’s highest mountain. Take a guided 
walk with the park naturalist to learn of the astonishing 
variety of flora and fauna including the smallest orchid 
and the tallest moss in the world. A visit is also included 
to Poring Hot Springs which were first developed by the 
Japanese during World War II. The sulphuric, hot waters 
of the spring are piped into open-air Japanese-style baths, 
where returning climbers often rest their weary limbs.
Day 12 Sabah: A day at leisure. You may opt to visit one 
of the five offshore islands; with their superb white sands 
they offer an ideal place to relax. The most popular 
day out is the optional tour to Sandakan and the highly 
recommended Sepilok Orang-Utan Sanctuary, where you 
can experience a close encounter with the “Wild Men 
of Borneo” at the world’s largest and oldest orang-utan 
rehabilitation centre. 
Day 13 Sabah/KL: Return flight to the Malaysian capital 
for your onward journey.

Journey to Borneo 
part-escorted tour

Departures: Daily. 
Accommodation: Swiss Garden KL; Hilton Kuching; Aiman 
Batang Ai; Damai Beach Resort & Nexus Resort (Sabah beach).
Meals: Room only except days 5, 6 and 7 which includes 
breakfast and lunch. Dinner is also included on days 5 and 6. 
Lunch only is included on day 11. 
Tour price: The price shown is based on the best value travel dates 
in low season and includes return international flights from the UK, 
private transfers between your hotels in KL, on arrival in Kuching, 
departure in Damai and return in Kota Kinabalu, otherwise by 
coach, sightseeing as outlined and 11 nights accommodation. 
This tour is not recommended for the less mobile.

What you need to know

Kuching

Malaysia

Kuala Lumpur Borneo

South China Sea

Kuching

Batang Ai

Sabah beach resort

Poring
Hot Springs

Kuching

Kota Kinabalu

Damai

Kuala Lumpur 2 nights ~ Kuching 1 night ~ Batang Ai 2 nights

Damai Beach 3 nights ~ Sabah 3 nights

11 night part-escorted tour from 
£1745pp

Why not extend 
your stay and add 
on the Sandakan 
Wildlife side trip 
(see page 113).

Sarawak Cultural Village

Blowpipe demonstration
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The UNESCO World Heritage listed Gunung 
Mulu National Park, which featured on David 
Attenborough’s Planet Earth series, is one of nature’s 
most spectacular achievements and the jewel in the 
crown of Sarawak’s national park network. 
Covering 210 square miles of primary rainforest, 
criss-crossed by fast flowing rivers and clear jungle 
streams, Mulu is dominated by three mountains – 
Gunung Mulu, Gunung Api and Gunung Benara. 
However, many of Mulu’s greatest attractions lie 
deep below the forested mountain with one of the 
world’s largest limestone cave systems.   

These incredible caves of mind-boggling 
proportions are said to be the largest in the 
world, even big enough to hold 37 jumbo jets! 
They include the world’s largest cave passage, 
Deer Cave; the world’s largest natural chamber, 
Sarawak Chamber; and the longest cave in 
Southeast Asia, Clearwater Cave. The four show 
caves, Wind, Clearwater, Deer and Lang Caves, 
are all readily accessible by wooden walkways 
and paths.  Deer Cave is home to many species 
of bats and each evening, visitors may be 
treated to the spectacular sight of bats emerging 
from the cave entrance to go in search of food.

Getting there: Flights from Kota Kinabalu to Mulu take 
about an hour, while from Kuching the flight time is 
1½ hours.
Best time to go: Mulu is not strongly affected 
by the monsoon season that much of the region 
experiences. However, July-September are the driest 
and hottest months and October-January and May-
June are the wettest.

Few national parks pack so many natural marvels into such a small area. 

Gunung Mulu 
National Park

Above ground the Mulu experience includes a 
1,570 feet rainforest canopy skywalk and some 
excellent jungle and mountain hikes, including 
the challenging trek to view the Pinnacles, the 
razor sharp limestone spikes that sit majestically 
on the slopes of Gunung Api.

Day 1 Kota Kinabalu or Kuching/Mulu: Fly to Mulu, 
deep in the Borneo rainforest. One of the natural wonders 
of Borneo the caves are said to be the largest in the world, 
even large enough to hold 37 jumbo jets! 
Evening at leisure.
Day 2 Mulu: Morning departure by longboat before 
climbing over 200 steps to explore the Wind Cave 
and Clearwater Cave, the longest in the world through 
which a 63 mile underground river flows beneath the 
Mulu National Park. Lunch is picnic style on the banks 
of Clearwater Pool. After lunch take a two mile walk 
into Deer Cave and then Lang Cave to view beautiful 
stalactites and rock corals before proceeding to the 
observatory to watch the spectacular sight of millions of 
bats flying out of the caves in the evening.
Day 3 Mulu/Kota Kinabalu or Kuching: Morning at 
leisure before your lunchtime return flight to Kota Kinabalu 
or Kuching.

vast caves•exploration on foot•nature

Mulu Caves Experience 
2 night escorted tour

Mulu Marriott Resort & Spa
5� Mulu National Park

Beautifully designed in the style of ethnic longhouses 
this enchanting resort is elevated on stilts, connected by 
wooden walkways. After exploring the nearby Gunung 
Mulu National Park or the world famous Mulu Caves, 
relax in the Balinese-style spa, outdoor pool or on your 
private balcony overlooking the lush rainforest or river.

SandakanGunung Mulu
National Park

Brunei

Sarawak

Deer Cave
Lang Cave

Gunung Api

Gunung Benara

Gunung Mulu

Clearwater Cave
Wind Cave

Departures: Daily from Kota Kinabalu or Kuching for a 
minimum of two passengers.
Accommodation: Mulu Marriott Resort & Spa.
Meals: Half board. Lunch is also included on day 2.
Tour price: The price shown is based on the best value travel 
dates in low season and includes return flights from Kota 
Kinabalu or Kuching, two nights accommodation, entrance 
fees, transfers and services of an English speaking guide.
A good level of fitness is required for the tour especially on 
day 2 and is therefore, not recommended for the less mobile. 

What you need to know

2 night escorted tour from 
£469pp

Features: 101 rooms•restaurant•bar•swimming pool 
•gym•spa•bicycle rentals•activities centre     
Accommodation: In deluxe rainforest rooms with bath and 
separate shower, mini bar and balcony.  
Room upgrades: Premier rooms from £25. 
Transfers: 5 minutes from Mulu airport. 

Gunung Mulu National Park

Gunung Mulu National Park
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Sabah’s second largest city lies on the north-eastern 
corner of the island and looks out across the mouth of 
Sandakan Bay. A former centre of commerce, the city 
was heavily bombed during World War II and while 
much was destroyed, the city is dotted with religious 
relics and stunning colonial mansions.
Just over 30 minutes drive from the city is Sepilok 
and the world-famous Sepilok Orang-Utan 
Sanctuary, which gives visitors the chance to watch 
these adorable animals close up in their natural 
habitat. A boardwalk leads you to a viewing 
gallery and feeding platform where the apes are 
fed milk and bananas twice a day by rangers. 

Close by, within the Kabili-Sepilok Forest Reserve, is 
the Rainforest Discovery Centre where you can stroll 
through the beautiful rainforest or along the 480 feet 
long canopy walkway and enjoy spectacular views. 
It’s a great vantage point for spotting some of the 
250 species of tropical birds that live within the 
forest, including hornbills, kingfishers and the illusive 
Bornean Bristlehead. Wildlife can also be spotted 
when you travel along the Kinabatangan River 
during the Sandakan Wildlife tour.
Another notable attraction within the area is the 
majestic Gomantong Cave, one of the biggest 
cave systems in Sabah. Located in the 

Getting there: The flight from Kota Kinabalu to 
Sandakan takes around 45 minutes.
Best time to go: March to October are considered 
the best months for travel as November to February 
can bring more rain. However, rainforest areas can 
be unpredictable so rain can occur at any time, even 
if just a short sharp downpour.

Gateway to extraordinary wildlife and eco-tourism.

Sandakan

Gomantong Forest Reserve, the caves are 
home to millions of bats and just as many 
swiftlets along with their valuable nests, a prized 
delicacy among the Chinese for bird’s nest 
soup. A boardwalk leads into Semut Hitam 
cavern (one of the two complexes) which gives 
you access to explore or to watch the skilled 
harvesters climbing networks of rattan ladders 
and ropes to get to the nests.

Day 1 Kota Kinabalu/Sandakan: Early morning flight 
to Sandakan. Proceed for 30 minutes to the Sepilok 
Orang-Utan Sanctuary, where orphaned and captive 
orang-utans are rehabilitated to return to the wild. 
Take a guided walk through the jungle to the feeding 
platform to hopefully catch a glimpse of these lovable 
creatures. Travel by road to the Lower Kinabatangan River 
Sanctuary, before cruising up river to Sukau village in 
search of the Proboscis monkeys, birds and wildlife. From 
January 2019 the boat transfer is to Borneo Nature Lodge 
where you enjoy lunch before viewing wildlife and birds in 
the rainforest.  Return to your lodge for dinner.
Day 2 Sandakan/Kota Kinabalu: After breakfast 
visit the Gomantong Cave, famed for its edible birds 
nests. Later, during a city tour of Sandakan visit the 
Water Village to see native stilt houses and also the 
Central Market. From January 2019, enjoy lunch after 
Gomantong Cave and then fly back to Kota Kinabalu for 
your onward journey. 

natural splendours•spectacular rainforest•culture

Sandakan Wildlife 
1 night escorted tour

Borneo Nature Lodge
2� Sukau, Sandakan

This eco-friendly lodge, which nestles along the banks 
of the Kinabatangan River, offers comfort without 
compromising the green. A haven for the outdoor 
enthusiast, it’s the ideal lodging for exploring the melting 
pot of wildlife in the region.

Standard room

Departures: Daily from Kota Kinabalu for a minimum of two 
passengers.
Accommodation: Borneo Nature Lodge (or similar). 
Accommodation is basic with en suite hot shower/toilet. 
Alternatively, stays also available at Four Points Sheraton, please 
ask for prices.
Meals: Full board.
Tour price: The price shown is based on the best value travel 
dates in low season and includes return flights from Kota Kinabalu, 
transfers to and from Sukau, entrance fees, accommodation and 
services of an English speaking guide.
This tour is not recommended for the less mobile. Direct flights 
between KL and Sandakan are also available. 

What you need to know

Kinabatangan River
Kinabatangan

Wildlife Sanctuary

Rainforest
Discovery Centre Sepilok

Orang Utan Sanctuary
Kabili-Sepilok
Forest Reserve

Gomantong Cave

Gomantong Forest Reserve

Kinabatangan
River

Sandakan

Sulu Sea

1 night escorted tour from 
£399pp

Features: 12 rooms•restaurant•bar•WiFi in lobby     
Accommodation: In standard rooms with shower and terrace.  
Meals: Full board.
Transfers: 2½ hours from Sandakan airport. 
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Day 1 Kuching/Batang Ai: Travel light for your morning journey of 166 miles by road 
(approx 5 hours) passing through scenic countryside of quaint little towns, villages, paddy 
fields, palm plantations interspersed with secondary and virgin jungle. Stop for lunch en 
route at the small town of Lachau before continuing to Lubok Antu. Transfer by boat to the 
stunningly positioned longhouse style Aiman Batang Ai Resort & Retreat before enjoying a 
short evening nature walk.  
As an alternative to Aiman Batang Ai Resort & Retreat, ‘go local’ in dormitory 
style basic accommodation - an opportunity to experience an original Iban 
longhouse. Please ask for prices.
Day 2 Batang Ai: Travel for 30 minutes by longboat towards the Lemanak River to an 
Iban settlement and traditional style longhouse built on stilts deep in one of the world’s 
oldest rainforests and a truly incredible setting. Take a step back in time as you observe 
ancient crafts and experience a blow pipe demonstration by traditionally clad natives 
followed by lunch. Return down river and journey to your hotel. Afternoon at leisure. 
Day 3 Batang Ai/Kuching: Travel for approx 6 hours, initially by boat and then by 
road to Kuching stopping for lunch en route.

Departures: Daily from Hilton Kuching or 
Damai Beach Resort.
Accommodation: 3� Aiman Batang Ai 
Resort & Retreat.
Meals: Full board
Note: The tour, by its sheer nature, will suit 
some and be impossible for others and is 
not recommended to the less mobile. This is 
soft adventure and the terrain can also be 
unpredictable.
Tour price: The price shown is based on the 
best value travel dates in low season and 
includes two nights accommodation, entrance 
fees, transfers and services of an English 
speaking guide.

What you need to know

Blue Lagoon Adventure 
2 night escorted tour

Day 1 Kota Kinabalu/Mount 
Kinabalu: After a morning transfer from 
your hotel, embark on the demanding 
climb up the magnificent Mount Kinabalu, 
the highest mountain between the 
Himalayas and Snow Mountains of 
New Guinea Island. The ascent takes 
you up through Upper Montane Forest 
which graduates to sparse vegetation 
due to the higher altitude and harsher 
environment. Keep your eyes peeled 
for various birds and wildlife as you 
breathe in the fresh air along with the 
cooling breeze of this extraordinary 
environment. Stop for a packed lunch 
along the trail before continuing to Laban 
Rata, located 11,000ft above sea level, 
where your very basic overnight resthouse 
accommodation is sited. 
Day 2 Mount Kinabalu/Kota 
Kinabalu: Depart in the very early hours 
and continue the trek to Low’s Peak summit 
(13,455ft), where if the weather permits, 
you can witness the glorious sunrise and 
some unforgettable views - it’s an awe-
inspiring experience. Soon after, begin the 
slow trek back and after a late breakfast 
you will be transferred back to your 
Kota Kinabalu hotel and reflect on this 
exhilarating climb, which is sure to stay in 
your memory for years to come. 

Departures: Daily from Kota Kinabalu for a 
minimum of two passengers.
Accommodation: Laban Rata Dormitories. 
Accommodation is basic (dormitory style bunk 
beds) with limited facilities.
Meals: Full board.
Note: Suitable clothing and equipment including 
walking boots are recommended. A very good level 
of fitness is required for the excursion and it is not 
recommended for the less mobile.
Tour price: The price shown is based on the best 
value travel dates in low season and includes one 
night accommodation, transfers to and from your 
accommodation, entrance fees and services of an 
English speaking guide.
During peak periods (May-Jul) only two night stays 
may be possible. 

What you need to know

Mount Kinabalu Climb 
1 night escorted tour

Aiman Batang Ai Resort
2 night escorted tour from 

£359pp
1 night escorted tour from 

£539pp

centuries-old rainforest•glorious scenery•traditional tribal life memories to last a lifetime•amazing experience•stunning views

Mount Kinabalu

Mount Kinabalu

Iban tribesman
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Day 1 Kota Kinabalu/Kinabalu National Park: Take a scenic drive to Kinabalu Park 
passing by villages and paddy fields along mountainous roads. En route, make a brief stop 
at Nabalu Market where locals gather to sell fruits, home grown vegetables and handicrafts. 
The drive continues to Poring Hot Springs where you will enjoy lunch. Afterwards, hike for 
around 20 minutes to the Canopy Walkway, where suspension bridges are set 134 feet above 
the ground and extend for over 500 feet. The next attraction, a butterfly farm, features a garden, 
nursery and hatchery for education, research and preservation purposes. After which, you can 
take a dip in the open-air Japanese styled bathtub and soak up the invigorating waters which 
contain natural hot sulphuric minerals believed to have therapeutic effects. Transfer to Kinabalu 
Park and check into a mountain resort with the remainder of the day at leisure.
Day 2 Kinabalu Park/Kota Kinabalu: Wake early to catch the sunrise to fully appreciate 
the imposing beauty of Mount Kinabalu. After breakfast, enjoy the refreshing cooler air as you 
proceed for an educational walk along the nature trails in the Botanical Garden. Kinabalu Park 
boasts an estimated 4,500 species of plants which include 1,500 species of orchids, 77 of which 
are endemic to Kinabalu. The park also supports 289 species of birds and 290 different types 
of butterflies. After a visit to the Mountain Garden and Exhibition Hall you have the option to 
explore the many nature trails around Kinabalu Park. After lunch stop at the Park headquarters 
to receive the World Heritage Site Certificate before the transfer back to Kota Kinabalu.

Departures: Daily from Kota Kinabalu. 
Minimum two passengers.
Accommodation: At a mountain resort in Kinabalu 
Park which will be allocated at time of booking. 
Accommodation is basic with limited facilities.
Meals: Full board.
Note: Suitable warm, waterproof clothing and 
comfortable walking shoes are recommended. 
This tour is not recommended for the less mobile.
Tour price: The price shown is based on the 
best value travel dates in low season and 
includes one night accommodation, transfers 
to and from your accommodation, entrance 
fees, sightseeing as outlined and services of an 
English speaking guide.

What you need to know

Kinabalu Park & Poring Hot Springs 
1 night escorted tour

Day 1 Kota Kinabalu/Tabin Rainforest: 
Transfer to the airport for a short flight to the east 
coast of Lahad Datu. Upon arrival, transfer by 
road to Tabin Wildlife Reserve, which nestles 
within the rainforest beside the Lipad River and is 
home to a surprising variety of birds, insects and 
small mammals. This afternoon trek for about
20 minutes through the rainforest to visit the 
Lipad mud volcano which provides a mineral 
salt lick for wildlife. Climb the observation tower 
and admire the contrasting landscape of the 
bare mud volcano and its surrounding forest, 
where birds are commonly sighted. 
After dinner, enjoy a presentation on Tabin’s 
natural wonders, before a trip to spot nocturnal 
wildlife and birds.  
Day 2 Tabin Rainforest: You may wish to 
join the early morning bird walk to see some 
of Tabin’s rich collection of almost 300 bird 
species. After breakfast, trek through the lush 
rainforest, known for its rich diversity of plants 
and animal species, to visit Lipad Waterfall. If 
you wish, you can take a dip in the natural pool 
and enjoy a natural refreshing shower under 
the waterfall itself. Alternatively explore the 
surrounding vegetation or relax. In the afternoon 
you may wish to try out the Tabin Rainforest Foot 
Soak made with a natural blend of herbs, to 
relax tired muscles after long jungle treks.
Day 3 Tabin Rainforest/Kota Kinabalu: 
After breakfast, stroll to the nearby rock pool or 
riverside where groups of macaques and other 
small mammals can often be seen. If you wish, 
enjoy a swim in the river or simply listen to the 
sound of nature before saying goodbye to Tabin.

Departures: Daily from Kota Kinabalu. 
Minimum two passengers.
Accommodation: Tabin Wildlife Reserve. 
The lodge accommodation offers a ceiling 
fan, hot water shower and private balcony.
Meals: Full board.
Tour price: The price shown is based on the 
best value travel dates in low season and 
includes return flights from Kota Kinabalu, 
transfers to and from the Wildlife Reserve, 
2 nights accommodation as shown and 
activities as indicated above.

What you need to know

Tabin Wildlife Reserve 
2 night escorted tour

canopy walk•therapeutic springs•glorious vistas nature•trekking•incredible landscapes

Poring Hot Springs

Wrinkled Hornbill
1 night escorted tour from 

£379pp
2 night escorted tour from 

£799pp

Kinabalu National Park

Kinabalu National Park
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BEACH RESORTS

FREE nights
4 for 3: On selected dates between Apr-Dec 19 if you book 
by 31 Mar 19, including breakfast. Maximum 2 free nights.
5 for 4: On selected dates between Apr-Dec 19, including 
breakfast. Maximum 2 free nights.
6 for 5: On selected dates between Sep 18-Mar 19, 
including breakfast. 
FREE room upgrade: Aug 18-mar 19 if you stay at least 
9 nights. Max upgrade to Tanjung Wing seafacing.  
Family offers: Up to two children 0-5 years eat FREE from buffet 
when accompanied by paying adults. Children 4-12 years enjoy 
FREE entry to the children’s club during hours of operation. 
Honeymoons & wedding anniversaries: If you stay 
6 nights (5 nights from Apr 19) in a Kinabalu Wing mountain 
or seafacing room receive a room upgrade (max upgrade to 
Tanjung Wing seafacing), a pair of black pearl earrings and 
two free cocktails at the Sunset Bar.

Premier Plus

This tranquil retreat is situated in lush, landscaped gardens overlooking a protected marine national park with 
easy access to its five idyllic islands and just ten minutes drive from Kota Kinabalu. There’s much to admire from 
the beautiful infinity pool that mirrors the blue of the sea to the fine spa and enticing array of restaurants. Family 
friendly, children will love the Cool Zone, one of the largest play facilities in Malaysia. 

Shangri-La’s Tanjung Aru Resort & Spa
5� Sabah

why not combine with a stay in Bangkok or Kuala Lumpur?116  Borneo

Features: 492 rooms•3 restaurants•3 bars
•swimming pool•Chi The Spa •health club•tennis
•pitch ‘n’ putt• watersports from Star Marina•children’s 
club 4-12 years (9am-8pm)•shuttle to Shangri-La’s Rasa Ria 
Resort•free WiFi
Accommodation: In Kinabalu Wing mountain view rooms 
with bath and separate shower, mini bar and balcony. 

Room upgrades: Kinabalu Wing seafacing rooms from £9
•Tanjung Wing seafacing rooms from £20•Kinabalu club 
rooms from £25 which include breakfast, beverages, juices, 
coffee and tea during the day in the lounge and evening 
cocktails. 
Meals: Breakfast. Half board from £31.
Private transfers: 10 minutes from Kota Kinabalu airport.

FREE nights
6 for 4 : Aug18-Dec 19. Compulsory 
breakfast payable.
FREE room upgrade: If you stay 10 nights. 
Upgrade is to a chalet or hilltop sea view 
deluxe room. 
Honeymoons & wedding anniversaries: 
Receive an upgrade to a chalet or hilltop sea 
view deluxe room.

Premier Plus
FREE nights
4 for 3 & 8 for 6: Aug 18-Dec 19.
Early booking 10% room discount: On selected 
dates Sep 18-Dec 19. Min 7 night stay applies.
FREE room upgrade: If you stay at least 
5 nights. Upgrade is from ocean panorama 
deluxe to ocean panorama premier, or ocean 
panorama premier to Nexus club room. 
One FREE buffet dinner for two: If you stay 
at least 7 nights. 
Family offer: Up to two children 0-11 years 
eat FREE at buffet restaurant with paying adults. 

Premier Plus

This relaxing, informal base is set on a hillside overlooking Telok Bandung’s broad sandy 
beach under the gaze of Mount Santubong and surrounded by tropical rainforest.  

. 

Set amidst 3,000 acres of natural and landscaped surroundings bordering a vast 
stretch of white sandy beach and backed by ancient rainforest. 

Damai Beach Resort
3� Sarawak

Nexus Resort & Spa Karambunai
4� Sabah

Features: 474 rooms•5 restaurants•2 bars 
•fun pub•3 swimming pools•children’s 
pool•gym•spa•tennis•squash•18 hole 
golf course•watersports•children’s club 
Accommodation: In Borneo garden deluxe 
rooms with bath and separate shower, mini 
fridge, safe and balcony. 
Room upgrades: Ocean panorama deluxe 
rooms from £5•Nexus club rooms from £27. 
Both include evening cocktails in a lounge
5.30-7.30pm.
Meals: Breakfast. Half board from £19. 
Private transfers: 40 minutes from Kota Kinabalu 
airport.

Features: 220 rooms•restaurant•2 bars
•2 swimming pools, one by beach and one on 
the hilltop serving deluxe rooms and suites•spa
•tennis•children’s club 4-12 years•free WiFi
Accommodation: In standard hill view wing 
rooms with bath/shower and fridge.
Room upgrades: Standard balcony garden 
rooms from nil•superior poolside rooms 
from £5•hilltop sea view deluxe rooms 
from £5•hilltop longhouse suites from £19. 
Meals: Breakfast. Half board from £15. 
Private transfers: 55 minutes from Kuching 
airport. 

Note: Steps linking the hilltop to the beach may 
be difficult for the less mobile. A shuttle bus runs 
between the hilltop suites and lower beach level. 

Kinabalu Wing seafacing room

Smart Choice

Smart Choice - Borneo’s best value 4� beach resort with 5� facilities

8 nts with flights from £1099pp 
extra night from £49pp

8 nts with flights from £969pp 
extra night from £29pp

7 nts with flights from £1299pp 
extra night from £85pp
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BEACH RESORTS

FREE nights
7 for 6 & 12 for 10: On selected dates between Sep 18
-Dec 19.
Early booking room discount up to 30%: On selected 
dates Apr-Dec 19 if you stay at least 7 nights. 
FREE UK airport lounge: For all bookings made at this 
property - see page 7 for details.
Honeymoons: If you stay 5 nights receive an upgrade to 
next room category, subject to availability (max upgrade to 
deluxe sea view room).

Premier Plus

Multi-centre FREE nights
4 for 3 & 7 for 5: 01 Aug-21 Dec 18, 06 Jan-04 Feb & 
14 Feb-19 Dec 19. Stay 3 nights at Gaya Island Resort and 
receive 1 extra free night at Hotel Stripes, Kuala Lumpur; 
stay 5 nights at Gaya Island Resort and 2 extra nights free at 
Hotel Stripes, Kuala Lumpur. 
Early booking and long stay villa discount up to 25%: 
On selected dates between Aug 18-Dec 19. Minimum stay 
may also apply. 
FREE 50 minute spa treatment for two: 01 Aug-
22 Dec 18, 06 Jan-04 Feb & 14 Feb-19 Dec 19 if you stay 
at least 3 nights in a Kinabalu Villa or Suria Suite.
FREE UK airport lounge: For all bookings made at this 
property - see page 7 for details.

Premier Plus

This secluded resort is set on exquisite Pantai Dalit Beach surrounded by 400 acres of lush tropical vegetation, 
including a unique nature reserve, home to some amazing animals including the flying fox. There are many 
options for relaxing including the magnificent spa, an ecologically friendly championship 18 hole golf course, 
watersports, tennis, horse riding and a fun filled children’s club. Well-appointed rooms, spread over two wings, 
are luxuriously furnished and the enticing range of restaurants offer both Asian and contemporary western cuisine. 

This beautiful beachfront resort resides on the largest of five islands within the Tunku Abdul Rahman Marine Park. 
With a stunning view of Mount Kinabalu on the horizon and surrounded by sandy beaches, ancient rainforest, 
protected mangroves and coral reefs, the resort blends seamlessly into the natural environment. Idyllic villas nestle 
on the slopes of a hill offering contemporary elegance and a variety of views. Those wishing to explore have 
wilderness activities and cultural excursions, whilst there are sporting options on land and sea.   

Shangri-La’s Rasa Ria Resort & Spa
5� Sabah

Gaya Island Resort
5�LUXURY  Gaya Island, Sabah

Borneo  117visit your travel agent or call 08444 937 444 • www.premierholidays.co.uk

Features: 499 rooms•5 restaurants•3 bars•2 swimming 
pools, one exclusively for the Ocean Wing•fitness centre 
•tennis•The Spa•adjoining Dalit Bay Golf Club 
•watersports•children’s club 5-11 years (8am-7pm)
•nature reserve where activities include hiking to a peak 
followed by breakfast with a view or a night walk with night 
vision goggles to observe nocturnal wildlife•shuttle bus to 
Shangri-La’s Tanjung Aru & Kota Kinabalu•free WiFi
Accommodation: In deluxe rooms with bath/shower, mini 
fridge and balcony with rainforest views. 

Features: 120 villas and 1 suite•3 restaurants•bar
•swimming pool•children’s wading pool•spa•gym
•marine & wildlife centres•watersports
Accommodation: In Bayu villas with bath and separate 
shower, safe and veranda. 
Room upgrades: Canopy villas which have views of the 
rainforest canopy or tropical mangroves from £13
•Kinabalu villas which offer sea views from £25
•Suria two bedroom suite from £71 (based on 4 sharing). 

Room upgrades: Deluxe garden view rooms from £8
•deluxe sea view rooms from £16•Ocean Wing premier 
garden floor (5� luxury) from £45 which include breakfast 
served in Oceano Restaurant, daily mini bar, pre-dinner 
cocktails and canapés in the garden area and use of an 
exclusive pool and garden area•Ocean Wing premier sea 
view rooms from £68. 
Meals: Breakfast. Half board from £20.
Private transfers: 45 minutes from Kota Kinabalu airport. 

Meals: Breakfast. Full board from £58. 
Transfers: 30 minutes from Kota Kinabalu airport to Jesselton 
Point Ferry Terminal and then a 15 minute speedboat transfer. 
Note: A conservation fee of RM32 per person will be 
collected for the first night of stay, followed by an additional 
RM22 per person per night payable locally. This resort is not 
suitable for the less mobile due to the hillside location. 

Deluxe garden view room

Kinabalu Villa7 nts with flights from £1399pp 
extra night from £95pp

7 nts with flights from £1299pp 
extra night from £79pp
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