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Romantically christened the “teardrop of India”, Sri Lanka is an island full 

of surprises that, along with a stunning coastline, offers history spanning 

3,000 event-filled years, nine UNESCO World Heritage Sites and 

culture of unbelievable depth and diversity. Set amongst lush, green and 

picturesque mountains lined with tea plantations and alongside golden, 

sandy beaches, the setting is spectacular and makes for a holiday to be 

remembered forever.  

See page 264 for Holiday Information for 
Sri LankaDambulla
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Planning your holiday

Why visit Sri Lanka?
Sri Lanka would appear to have it all. 

A string of enchanting beaches fringed by palms 
and the warm Indian Ocean dot the coast for 
over a thousand miles, so no matter where you 
go, you’re close to a gem. The south and west 
coast include the small resort of Negombo, 
established Bentota, bustling Kalutara, serene 
Ahungalla and Weligama, picturesque Tangalle, 
the natural beauty of Hambantota and popular 
Galle. On the east coast are Trincomalee and 
Passikudah, both yet to be fully discovered.

Sri Lanka’s cultural triangle is a treasure trove 
of some of the island’s, if not the world’s, finest 
ancient monuments. Extending from medieval 
Kandy to the ancient kingdom of Anuradhapura 
to the north and Polonnaruwa to the east, sights 
include the unforgettable rock fortress of Sigiriya, 
the incredible cave temples at Dambulla, the 
striking remains of Polonnaruwa, the jungle-
swathed ruins of Anuradhapura and the Temple 
of the Tooth in Kandy.

Experience the wild side of Sri Lanka at one of 
its many National Parks. Yala is the country’s 
foremost wildlife destination, where elephants, 
leopards, crocodiles and monkeys roam along 
with exotic birds and insects. Other popular 
parks include Uda Walawe, an ideal place to 
see herds of majestic elephant; Wilpattu, home to 
approximately 30 species of mammals including 
leopard and elephant; or Gal Oya, where boat 
safaris are offered; while Sinharaja is Sri Lanka’s 
only remaining primeval rainforest. For a truly 
spectacular natural sight, don’t miss the annual 
Elephant Gathering (August-September), when 
wild elephants from the surrounding wilderness 
make their way to the shores of the Minneriya 
Resevoir in Minneriya National Park. 

What you need to Know 
The prices
Our holidays include flights with scheduled 
airlines, accommodation, meals as detailed 
and private transfers (unless otherwise 
indicated. Room upgrades and meal 
supplements are per person per night. 
All prices shown are based on the best value 
travel dates in low season.  
As an alternative to some of the long road 
transfers, Cinnamon Air Taxis are also 
available from £119 per person per way. 
Please ask for details.

Getting there
Flight time from the UK to Colombo is 
approximately 11 hours (non-stop).

Best time to go
The monsoon winds bring rain at different times, 
making Sri Lanka’s beaches a year round 
prospect. The south western coast is sunny and 
the sea calm from November to March and the 
east coast is at its best from April to October. 
Flight upgrades
Why not travel in style and upgrade to a higher 
class cabin, where you will benefit from greater 
comfort and space. Sri Lanka upgrade prices are: 
Premium economy from £589; business class 
from £749 or first class from £1999 one way.

Smart Choice
 
indirect flights, which involve 

a change of plane, can often save money. 

The surrounding ocean is home to blue whales, 
sperm whales and lively dolphins with sightings 
possible from November to April in Mirissa (near 
Galle) and on the west coast in Kalpitya or from 
March to April in Trincomalee. A variety of sea 
turtle species can be seen year round in Kosgoda 
(near Galle) or Rekawa (near Tangalle).

Also worthy of consideration is Colombo, 
a dynamic city that pulses with life whilst 
preserving an old world charm. There’s also 
the mesmerising landscape of Sri Lanka’s 
cool central highlands, where lush green tea 
plantations dating back to the colonial era 
carpet the hills. At its heart is Nuwara Eliya, 
where the colourful saris of the tea pickers dot 
the hills and restored plantation bungalows 
provide a perfectly serene retreat.      

To enjoy Sri Lanka to its fullest potential we 
recommend one of our privately escorted 
tours taking in many of the must see sights.
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It’s the perfect destination for…
This island is full of surprises, comprising far more than you could ever image 
which makes it perfect for just about everyone. The varied coastline has both 
established resorts and chic hideaways to suit all tastes and budgets, whether 
travelling with friends, as a couple or with family. Aside from the vast golden 
beaches, Sri Lanka has nine UNESCO World Heritage Sites, incredible 
landscapes and national parks brimming with wildlife.   

Classic Sri Lanka
In our view, the classic Sri Lankan holiday is the Glimpses of Ceylon tour 
(page 222), to unearth some of the island’s many cultural riches before 
unwinding beside the azure sea. Remember that all our tours are privately 
escorted so you benefit from your own personal guide and the flexibility to stop 
at sights as and when you choose.

Explore more…
For the more adventurous or those keen to see more, we highly recommend a more 
in-depth tour experience, (see page 223). It’s worth noting that while the mileage 
may not seem that high, the journey can take several hours. However, roads 
are continually improving or Cinnamon Air Taxis provide faster options. Wildlife 
enthusiasts should consider a side trip to either Yala or Uda Walawe National 
Parks to seek out elephants and leopards; perhaps try a boat safari at Gal Oya or 
take a trek within the magnificent Sinharaja rainforest; or, if time is limited, see our 
selection of day trips which include Minneriya and Wilpattu National Parks, as well 
as seasonal whale watching. If it’s peace and tranquillity that you crave head for the 
cool hill country to glimpse Sri Lanka’s many tea plantations.     

Sri Lanka and beyond
Sri Lanka’s location within the Indian Ocean 
enables many multi-country combinations. 
Perhaps spend time in Sri Lanka soaking up the 
culture before flying onwards to the Maldives. 
Another recommendation is to stop over in the 
Middle East for a taste of Arabia.   

Want to see more?
We have a dedicated Beaches brochure which 
includes a fantastic selection of hotels and resorts 
in the Maldives, Mauritius, Rodrigues, Reunion 
Island and The Seychelles, all just an easy flight 
from Sri Lanka. Travel to March 2019

FARAWAY

 Travel to March 2019

JERSEY 
GUERNSEY

 Travel to March 2019

AFRICA

 Travel to March 2019

BEACHES
DUBAI ~ MAURITIUS ~ RODRIGUES ~ RÉUNION~ RÉUNION ~ MALDIVES

THE SEYCHELLES ~ BARBADOS ~ ANTIGUA ~ ST LUCIA ~ MEXICO

 Travel to March 2019

AUSTRALIA 
NEW ZEALAND

AMERICA

 Travel to March 2020
 Travel to March 2019

CANADA 
ALASKA

HILL COUNTRY & BEACH

COLOMBO, YALA SAFARI & BEACH

CULTURAL HIGHLIGHTS & BEACH

1nt Cinnamon Red, Colombo 
including breakfast

3nts Hill Country Journey side trip (page 227) 
including breakfast    

6nts Tangerine Beach, Kalutara 
including half board

2nts Cinnamon Red, Colombo 
including breakfast

2nts Ekho Safari Tissa, Yala (pg 228) 
including half board & two game safaris 
8nts Mermaid Hotel & Club, Kalutara 

all inclusive

3nts Heritance Kandalama, Dambulla 
including breakfast

7nts Heritance Negombo 
including breakfast

After a fleeting visit to the capital, head inland 
for rich heritage and far-reaching tea plantations 
before relaxing on a stunning Sri Lankan beach.

Kick off your Sri Lankan adventure by soaking 
up the cosmopolitan vibe of the capital before 
experiencing the country’s wild side and then 

lazing on a palm-fringed beach. 

The island’s cultural triangle brims with ancient 
temples and treasures including many UNESCO 
World Heritage Sites. End your tour with a stay 
at a gorgeous beach for an amazing holiday.

10 nights from 
£1399

10 nights from 
£1199

We have handpicked a few of our favourite itineraries to tempt you; however, these are just a guide to the many possibilities available. Prices are per 
person based on two sharing and include return international fl ights, onward road travel, accommodation as shown and hotel transfers.

OUR FAVOURITE COMBINATIONS

Negombo

Sigiriya Rock

Kandy

12 nights from 
£1649

Yala
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Day 1: Fly to Colombo. 
Day 2 Colombo/Sigiriya or Habarana: On arrival 
in Colombo you will be met and driven to Sigiriya 
or Habarana. Rest of the day at leisure (approx 
110 miles/4 hours drive).  
Day 3 Sigiriya or Habarana/Polonnaruwa: Visit the imposing 
rock fortress of Sigiriya developed by King Kasyappa in the 
5th century and now a UNESCO World Heritage Site. For the 
fit, take a 600 feet climb to the top. The rock was the innermost 
stronghold of the fortified town with a moat, rampart, and extensive 
gardens including the renowned water gardens that ring the base 
of the rock. You will also see the world-renowned frescoes of 
the ‘Heavenly Maidens’ of Sigiriya, which are painted in earth 
pigments on plaster and are approached by a spiral stairway. 
After lunch drive to Polonnaruwa, a UNESCO World Heritage Site 
(approx 1½ hours), the second capital city of Sri Lanka built in the 
11th and 12th centuries AD. Visit the ruins of the Royal Palace, the 
Gal Viharaya - four colossal statues carved from granite, the Lotus 
Bath, the moonstones and Tivanka Image House with its Buddhist 
frescoes. Return to Sigiriya or Habarana.  
Day 4 Sigiriya or Habarana: At leisure or you can take 
optional excursions to the Minneriya National Park by jeep or 
visit the ancient city of Anuradhapura (additional cost). 
Day 5 Sigiriya or Habarana/Kandy: Drive to 
the Dambulla Rock Cave Temple, dating from the 1st century 
and also a UNESCO World Heritage Site. This impressive 
temple is a complex of five caves with the largest area of 
paintings found in the world and a colossal figure of Buddha 
carved out of rock. Visit a spice garden at Matale to see how 
they are grown and processed before continuing to Kandy 
(approx 2 hours), the last capital of the Kings and another of 
the seven UNESCO sites found in Sri Lanka. Enjoy a city tour 
and drive around Kandy Lake, the town bazaar, the arts and 
craft centre and a gem museum. This evening enjoy a pooja at 
the Temple of the Tooth relic and a cultural show. 
Day 6 Kandy: Morning visit to the renowned Pinnawala 
Elephant Orphanage, a conservation and educational centre 
which was established in 1975 and is one of the few places 
in the world where elephants have been successfully bred in 
captivity. This afternoon visit the Royal Botanical Gardens in 
Peradeniya, which was first built as a pleasure garden by a 
Sinhala king and then expanded by the British.
Day 7 Kandy/Nuwara Eliya: Proceed to the cooler 
climes of tea country to visit a working tea plantation and 
factory to see the manufacturing and grading process of tea, 
before enjoying a cup of pure Ceylon tea. Proceed some 
6,000 feet above sea level to the former colonial hill station 
of Nuwara Eliya, Sri Lanka’s most popular hill resort and 
heart of the tea country. The rest of the day is free to fully 
appreciate colonial splendour in all its glory (approx 60 
miles/3½ hours). 

UNESCO World Heritage sites•colonial history•cultural delights

Departures: Daily from UK.
Tour price: The price shown for this privately escorted tour by 
air-conditioned car is based on the best value travel dates in 
low season and includes international flights, 
3� accommodation including breakfast, private transfers, 
sightseeing as outlined and private services of an English 
speaking chauffeur guide. 
Also available with 4 and 5� accommodation and air taxi 
transfers. Extensions also available in each destination.
Due to en route sightseeing and the nature of the scenic, 
winding roads, some journeys can take several hours. 
However, sea planes are available for some routes, cutting 
journey times considerably (sometimes by up to 6 hours). If 
time permits an overnight stay in Negombo is recommended 
on day 2 of Glimpses of Ceylon before the journey to Sigiriya. 
Glimpses of Ceylon can also be enjoyed using 
“boutique” hotels such as The Wallawwa, Ulagalla, 
Jetwing Vil Uyana, Kandy House, Ceylon Tea Trails, 
Aditya and Cape Weligama. These small and more 
personalised properties capture the essence of 
barefoot luxury and attention to detail. 

What you need to know

Glimpses of Ceylon 
Privately escorted tour by air-conditioned car

Day 8 Nuwara Eliya/Colombo: Travel to Colombo via 
Kitulgala (approx 130 miles/5 hours drive), where the 
Kelani River was the main location for the Oscar winning 
“Bridge on the River Kwai” film. Pass by St Clair and Devon 
waterfalls before arrival in Colombo and then proceed past 
an historic clock tower, numerous colonial buildings and also 
visit the Pettah Bazaar where you can shop for a bargain. 
Continue past Hindu and Buddhist temples and wealthy 
residential areas before arriving at your hotel.  
Day 9 Colombo: Time at leisure before your tour concludes 
with a transfer to the airport for your onward journey. 

Sri Lanka

Colombo

Habarana

Sigiriya

Kandy

Nuwara Eliya

Pinnawala

7 night privately escorted tour from 
£1499pp

Sigiriya or Habarana 3 nights ~ Kandy 2 nights
Nuwara Eliya 1 night ~ Colombo 1 night

Ceylon Tea Trails 
Consider an optional side trip to the Ceylon Tea 
Trails after day 8 (see page 226)

Wildlife
Alternatively, see some of Sri Lanka’s wonderful wildlife 
before flying home (see pages 228-231).

Why not extend your stay?

Beach
Add on an East coast beach resort after day 5, or 
perhaps extend your stay after day 8 at south west 
Sri Lankan beach resorts, fly to the nearby Maldives, 
or stop in the Middle East. Please ask for details.

2019 PH 222-223 Sri Lanka tours.indd   2 11/06/2018   10:41



SRI LANKA TOUR

Sri Lanka  223visit your travel agent or call 08444 937 444 • www.premierholidays.co.uk

Day 1: Fly to Colombo. 
Day 2 Colombo/Negombo: Morning arrival, drive to 
Negombo and enjoy the day relaxing by the pool (approx 
20 minutes drive).  
Day 3 Negombo/Habarana: Departure to the 
Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage, a conservation and 
educational centre. Drive to Habarana and on arrival 
enjoy time at leisure (approx 95 miles/3½ hours drive).
Day 4 Habarana/Sigiriya/Minneriya/Habarana: 
Morning drive to Sigiriya where you can climb the 
5th century rock fortress. Visit the world-renowned frescoes 
of the ‘Heavenly Maidens’ of Sigiriya, which are in a 
sheltered pocket of the rock approached by a spiral 
stairway. This afternoon drive to Minneriya National Park 
for a jeep safari. Minneriya is home to significant numbers 
of elephants, which can often be seen at close range. 
In addition, the park is home to around 160 species of 
birds along with numerous amphibians, reptiles, fish and 
butterflies.
Day 5 Habarana: Day at leisure to relax. 
Day 6 Habarana/Trincomalee: Drive to Trincomalee 
on the east coast. Rest of the day at leisure (approx 
70 miles/3 hours drive). 
Days 7/8 Trincomalee: Two days at leisure to unwind 
by the calm azure waters, enjoy the numerous watersports 
or visit nearby sights.
Day 9 Trincomalee/Kandy: After breakfast drive 
to Kandy. The rest of the day will be at leisure (approx 
130 miles/5 hours drive).
Day 10 Kandy: Visit the Royal Peradeniya botanical 
garden, first built by a Sinhala king and then expanded 
by the British. This afternoon enjoy a city tour of Kandy 
Town, the last capital of the Sri Lankan kings and a World 
Heritage Site. Drive around Kandy Lake, visit the bazaar, 
the arts and crafts centre and a gem museum. This evening 
visit the Temple of the Tooth Relic and see a cultural show.
Day 11 Kandy/Nuwara Eliya: Visit a tea plantation 
and factory, where the best tea in the world is produced. 
Continue to Nuwara Eliya, Sri Lanka’s most popular hill 
resort. Lying in the heart of Sri Lanka’s tea country (approx 
60 miles/3½ hours).
Day 12 Nuwara Eliya: Early departure for Horton Plains, 
an expanse of misty grassland with scraggy trees and ice-
cold rivulets. Visit the World’s End, considered the finest 
view in all of Sri Lanka, where the awesome escarpment 
drops vertically for about 4,000 feet, hence its name. 
The park shelters mammals such as leopard, bear monkey 
and is famous for its endemic lizards, whilst also being 
home to over 20 bird species including the Sri Lanka 
Whistling Thrush, Orange-billed Babbler and Yellow-
eared Bulbul. The remainder of the day will be at leisure.

historic tea plantations•wildlife encounters•idyllic east coast beaches
Day 13 Nuwara Eliya/Colombo: Depart for Colombo 
via Kitulgala (approx 130 miles/5 hours drive) passing 
the St Clair and Devon waterfalls. Evening is at leisure.
Day 14 Colombo: Your tour concludes with a transfer to 
the airport for your onward journey. Alternatively extend 
your stay at a Sri Lankan beach resort, fly to the nearby 
Maldives, or stop in the Middle East on the way home.

Sensational Sri Lanka 
Privately escorted tour by air-conditioned car

Departures: Daily. 
Meals: Breakfast. Half board in Trincomalee.
Tour price: The price shown for this privately escorted tour 
by air-conditioned car is based on the best value travel dates 
in low season and includes return international flights from 
the UK, private transfers, 3� accommodation, sightseeing as 
outlined and services of an English speaking guide.
Also available with 4 and 5� accommodation or boutique 
properties and air taxi transfers. 
Extensions are also available in each destination.
Due to en route sightseeing and the nature of the scenic, 
winding roads, some journeys can take several hours. 
However, air taxis are available for some routes, cutting 
journey times considerably (sometimes by up to 6 hours). 
Please ask for details.

What you need to know

Sri Lanka

Colombo

Negombo

Habarana
Sigiriya

Kandy

Nuwara Eliya

Trincomalee

Sigiriya Rock

Trincomalee

Perahera Festival at Temple of the Tooth, Kandy

12 night privately escorted tour from 
£1999pp

Ceylon Tea Trails 
Consider an optional side trip to the Ceylon Tea 
Trails after day 13 (see page 226)

Wildlife
Alternatively, see some of Sri Lanka’s wonderful wildlife 
before flying home (see pages 228-231).

Why not extend your stay?

Beach
Perhaps extend your stay after day 14 at one of 
Sri Lanka’s beach resorts, fly to the Maldives, or 
stop in the Middle East. Please ask for details.

Negombo 1 night ~ Habarana 3 nights
 Trincomalee 3 nights ~ Kandy 2 nights

Nuwara Eliya 2 nights ~ Colombo 1 night
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More often than not Colombo is considered 
as nothing more than a transit point, however 
those that do allow a day or so to explore this 
evolving city will be pleasantly surprised to find 
a dynamic destination that pulses with life whilst 
preserving an old world charm. Within this 
urban hub, you will find everything from colonial 
buildings and historical monuments to temples 
and museums along with exciting shopping, 
delectable dining and a vibrant nightlife. 
A walking tour is highly recommended.

Sri Lanka’s Cultural Triangle is home to five of 
its nine UNESCO World Heritage Sites: the 
impressive Buddhist cave temples of Dambulla; 
Sri Lanka’s first ancient capital Anuradhapura 
where a plethora of well-preserved ruins can be 
seen; Polonnorawa, the second ancient capital; 
the Sigiriya rock fortress, which is considered 
one of the Wonders of the Ancient World; and 
sacred Kandy, the undisputed cultural capital of 
Sri Lanka.

Getting there: Colombo is about 11 hours by non-
stop flight from the UK. Sigiriya is 4 hours drive from 
Colombo, while Kandy and Dambulla 3½ hours drive 
and Nuwara Eliya 4½ hours drive. Cinnamon Air Taxi 
transfers to considerably reduce times are also available.
Best time to go: Colombo has its best weather from 
late November to April, with rainfall at its highest from 
June to September. The Cultural Area is dry for much of 
the year, with rain usually in November and December. 
The Hill Country climate is similar to the UK with a cool 
winter (pack a jumper for early mornings and evenings) 
and warm summers. 

Discover the true taste of Sri Lanka through it’s quirky, atmospheric capital, amidst the treasures 
of the Cultural Triangle or in the verdant highlands of the mist-shrouded Hill Country.

Colombo, Cultural area & Hill Country

Shangri-La Hotel, Colombo
5� Colombo

Situated by the sea in a prime location between the Galle Face Green promenade 
and Beira Lake, in the heart of Colombo’s buzzing social hotspot, this brand new 
resort is a welcome sanctuary within the city. Offering an outstanding group of 
restaurants and bars, one of the largest outdoor swimming pools in Colombo, the 
renowned CHI, The Spa and some of the finest, modern accommodation in Sri Lanka. 
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Features: 500 rooms & suites
•3 restaurants•3 bars•swimming 
pool•jacuzzis•gym•sauna
•steam room•CHI The Spa•free WiFi
Accommodation: In deluxe lake view rooms 
with air-conditioning, bath and separate 
shower, mini bar and safe.

Room upgrades: Deluxe ocean view rooms 
from £5•premier ocean view rooms 
from £10•premier balcony rooms from £10
•Horizon Club lake view rooms from £25, 
which include access to the executive lounge 
for daily breakfast, afternoon refreshments, 
snacks, sunset cocktails & canapes and all 
day non-alcoholic beverages.
Meals: Breakfast. 
Private transfers: 45 minuites from Colombo 
airport.

Cinnamon Red
4� Colombo

Centrally and conveniently situated close to many attractions, restaurants, shops and  
nightlife venues, this contemporary hotel offers all the design, elegance and comfort 
of a five star hotel, for a lower price. Around the hotel is a host of state-of-the-art 
technology with guest rooms also featuring a bold colour scheme and magnificent 
views. Head to the rooftop for a workout at the gym, a dip in the infinity pool or sip on 
cocktails at Cloud Red whilst enjoying the city panoramas.

Features: 242 rooms and suites
•2 restaurants•2 bars•infinity swimming 
pool•gym
Accommodation: In standard rooms with 
shower, mini fridge and safe.
Room upgrades: Suites from £76, which 
offer a separate lounge that overlooks the 
Beira Lake and Indian Ocean.

Meals: Breakfast. 
Private transfers: 45 minutes from Colombo 
airport.

from £57 
per person per night

from £99 
per person per night

With its lush green tea plantations, scenic 
mountains, rolling hills and cascading waterfalls, 
Sri Lanka’s Hill Country is truly breathtaking. 
At the centre of the country’s tea industry is the 
old British town of Nuwara Eliya where colonial 
buildings and a Victorian-style village post office 
can be seen. Be sure to visit a tea factory to 
discover the skills of tea blending and tasting 
whilst drinking in the sheer magnificence of the 
verdant landscapes which are dotted with the 
bright colours of the sari-clad tea pickers. 

Shaikh Usman Waliyullah Shrine, Colombo
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Perahera Festival at Temple of the Tooth, Kandy

Nestled high up in hill country, beside a quiet bend in the Mahaweli River, this charming hotel provides peace 
and relaxation not far from Kandy, the last domain of the Sinhala kings, as well as picture-postcard views. 
The interior of the property is contemporarily stylish, yet there are subtle reminders in the forms of vibrant tones 
and traditional Kandyan art to remind you that you’re in the majestic realm of the ancient kings. The pool 
overlooks the river and is just the place to unwind after a hectic day of sightseeing before you perhaps opt to dine 
in either of the restauarnts, where every palate is well catered to. 

Cinnamon Citadel
4� Kandy

Features: 119 rooms•2 restaurants•bar•swimming 
pool•gym•table tennis•boat rides•nature walks
•excursions to Temple of the Tooth•free WiFi
Accommodation: In superior rooms with shower, mini bar 
and safe.
Room upgrades: Deluxe rooms from £17, which offer views 
of the lush gardens or river from a private balcony
•suites from £71, which have plenty of living space and 
prime views of the river and mountain range beyond.

Meals: Half board. Full board from £10 and all inclusive 
from £27. 
Private transfers: 3½ hours from Colombo airport.

3 nts with private transfers from Colombo 
from  £289pp 

extra night from £65pp

This very special hotel, designed by renowned architect Geoffrey Bawa, is flanked by two UNESCO World 
Heritage sites - Dambulla cave temple and the Sigiriya rock fortress. It offers a place to wake up to bird calls 
and enjoy stunning vistas of verdant jungle, calm waters and rocky mountains. Float in the infinity swimming pool 
as you gaze across towards Sigiriya, indulge in spa treatments at the Coco Spa and dine in style at the two 
restaurants, highly regarded for their cuisine.

Heritance Kandalama
5� Dambulla

Features: 152 rooms & suites•2 restaurants•2 bars
•3 swimming pools•gym•Coco Spa•tennis•badminton
•eco park•library•free WiFi
Accommodation: In superior rooms, which are in the 
Dambulla Wing, with shower, mini bar, safe and balcony.
Room upgrades: Panoramic rooms from £12, with views 
over the lake and Dambulla rock•luxury rooms from £17, 
which are in the Sigiriya Wing and feature a glass walled 
bathroom•suites from £73, available in both wings and 
feature a separate sitting room and jacuzzi.

Meals: Breakfast. Half board from £20.
Private transfers: 4 hours from Colombo airport.

3 nts with private transfers from Colombo 
from  £275pp 

extra night from £75pp

Panoramic room

Deluxe room

Early booking 5% room discount: On selected dates 
between Jan-Dec 19.

Premier Plus

FREE nights
3 for 2 & 6 for 4: Aug 18-Apr 19.
Early booking 10% room discount: On selected dates 
between Aug 18-Apr 19.

Premier Plus
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CULTURAL SIDE TRIPS

Perahera Festival at Temple of the Tooth, Kandy

Step back in time to 19th century Ceylon with a stay at this cosy haven high in the mountains of Nuwara Eliya. 
Formely a withering loft where fresh leaves were laid to dry, this is accommodation of the most unique kind, where 
tall windows that once aided the drying process, now provide breathtaking views over the surrounding acres of 
tea plantations. Rooms and suites are lovingly designed with all the amenities today’s travellers expect, but with a 
hint of nostalgia from the colonial days.

Heritance Tea Factory
4� Nuwara Eliya

Features: 50 rooms•2 restaurants•bar•spa
•gym•putting green•pool tables•experiences including 
tea tasting and tea plucking•library
•children’s playground•free WiFi
Accommodation: In superior rooms with bath/shower, mini 
bar, safe and views over the Hethersett plantation.
Room upgrades: Executive floor/premium rooms from £21, 
which exude colonial charm•junior suites from £41, which 
offer views from all sides of the tea plantations and have a 
separate sitting area•flowerdew suite from £72, which has a 
jacuzzi, dining room and offers butler service.

Meals: Breakfast. Half board from £20 and full board 
from £40.
Private transfers: 4-5 hours from Colombo airport.
Note: Hotel is closed 24 Sep-05 Dec 18. 

3 nts with private transfers from Colombo 
from  £419pp 

extra night from £89pp

A collection of five distinctive colonial era plantation bungalows originally built between 1890 and 1939 - 
Norwood, Summerville, Castlereagh, Tientsin and Dunkeld - which are connected by walking trails through 
stunning tea gardens. Sympathetically restored to offer guests a taste of gracious living thanks to high tea, 
gourmet meals, exquisite service and authentic period furnishings, each house comes with its own manager, chef, 
butler and houseboys and have 4-6 rooms in each. Unwind with a game of croquet or tennis; take a dip in the 
swimming pool or luxuriate in a spa treatment in the privacy and comfort of your room. 

Ceylon Tea Trails
5�LUXURY Hatton, Nuwara Eliya district

Features: 26 rooms & suites•restaurant•bar•swimming 
pool at each bungalow•free mountain bikes•tennis
•croquet•walking trails•in-room spa treatments
Accommodation: In luxury rooms in one of the bungalows 
with 4 poster bed, bath and separate shower.
Room upgrades: Master suites from £149, with a separate 
living room•garden suites from £70 with a veranda leading 
to a private garden.
Meals: Breakfast, lunch and 4 course gourmet dinner; 

afternoon cream tea; pre-dinner cocktails; house wines, house 
spirits, beer, juices, soft drinks; tea & coffee including “bed tea” 
served to you in your room each morning. 
Private transfers: 4-5 hours from Colombo airport, or a 
60 minute flight by Cinnamon Air taxi (prices on request).

3 nts with private transfers from Colombo 
from  £1049pp 

extra night from £299pp

Up to 15% suite discount: May-Jun & Sep-Oct 19 if you 
stay in a master or garden suite. Minimum stays apply.
FREE tea experience tour.

Premier Plus

Standard room

Tientsin Dunkeld bedroom

Tea factory

15% room discount: O1 Aug-23 Sep 18 if you stay at least 
2 nights.

Premier Plus
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Day 1 Colombo/Kandy: Early morning pick up from Colombo airport or your Colombo 
hotel to drive to the famous Pinnawala Elephant Orphanage (approx 3 hours). Continue 
to Kandy.  
Day 2 Kandy: Morning visit to the Royal Botanical Gardens in Peradeniya, with an 
amazing variety of flowers, trees and plants which was first built as a pleasure garden by 
a Sinhala king and was later expanded by the British. This afternoon a tour of the city of 
Kandy where many legends, traditions and folklore are lovingly kept alive. Drive around 
Kandy Lake, explore the local markets and this evening observe an evening pooja at the 
sacred ‘Temple of the Tooth’ followed by a cultural show.  
Day 3 Kandy/Nuwara Eliya: Proceed from Kandy to the cooler climes of tea country 
(approx 4 hours) and visit a working tea plantation and factory. Some 6,000 feet above 
sea level is the former colonial hill station of Nuwara Eliya whose style is pure Victoriana. 
Day 4 Nuwara Eliya/Colombo: Continue via Kitulgala (approx 3 hours), the main 
location where “Bridge on the River Kwai” was filmed. En route pass by St Clair and 
Devin waterfalls. After lunch continue to Colombo city where your tour concludes (approx 
5½ hours). Alternatively, why not extend to the Yala Safari National Park? Please see 
itinerary on page 228. 

elephants•tea plantations • sacred temple

Hill Country Journey 
3 nights privately escorted side trip by air-conditioned car

Kandy 2 nights ~ Nuwara Eliya 1 night

Departures: Daily from Colombo.
Accommodation: 3� accommodation. 4� hotels and boutique properties are also 
available at a supplement.
Meals: Breakfast. 
Tour price: The price shown for this privately escorted tour by air-conditioned car is based 
on the best value travel dates in low season and includes accommodation, private transfers, 
sightseeing as outlined and services of an English speaking guide. 
Due to en route sightseeing and the nature of the scenic, winding roads, some journeys can 
take several hours. If time permits an overnight stay in Colombo is recommended on day 1 
before departure for Kandy. Cinnamon air taxi transfers are also recommended. This tour is 
not recommended directly before or after an international flight.

What you need to know

Rainforest Ecolodge, Sinharaja

Temple of the Tooth, Kandy
3 night privately escorted side trip 

from £435pp
1  night privately escorted side trip 

from £345pp

Departures: Daily from Uda Walawe National Park or Yala. Tour also available from 
Galle, Colombo or your chosen southern beach resort. 
Accommodation: Rainforest Ecolodge Sinharaja. 
Meals: Half board.
Tour price: The price shown is based on the best value travel dates in low season and 
includes private hotel transfers, accommodation, sightseeing as outlined and services of an 
English speaking guide. 
We highly recommend bringing waterproof clothing for this trek as well as insect 
repellant.

What you need to know

Day 1 Yala or Uda Walawe National Park/Sinharaja: Morning departure by road 
to Sinharaja (approximately 4½ hours from Yala or 2 hours from Uda Walawe National 
Park). After check-in, this afternoon set off on a trek within Sri Lanka’s only remaining 
primeval rainforest. The vegetation is many layered as in the Amazon or Congo, with rare 
orchids blossoming. Other than the sound of cicadas chirpping, the only other noise is that 
of rain! There is a huge range of endemic wildlife, especially birds, and many kinds of 
insects, reptiles and rare amphibians. Return to the Rainforest Ecolodge for time to relax 
and enjoy the spellbinding views or take a dip in the natural pool found in the middle of 
the rainforest.
Day 2 Sinharaja/Southern beach resort or Colombo: This morning, you will proceed 
on another trek within the Sinharaja Rainforest, in search of the extraordinary flora and 
fauna that is found here. The density of the forest makes it difficult to spot wild animals, 
but leopards, elephants and deer do roam here. You’re most likely to see lizards, snakes 
(most of them are harmless), birds, monkeys, lots of butterflies, wild plants and insects.
The tour concludes with a transfer to your choice of southern beach resort or Colombo 
and includes a stop en route in Galle. Once the chief port of Ceylon, Galle is one of the 
best-preserved colonial-era cities in Southeast Asia and has been declared a World 
Heritage Site by UNESCO. 

primeval rainforest•wildlife including rare amphibians•trekking

Sinharaja Rainforest 
1 night privately escorted side trip by air-conditioned car

Sinharaja 1 night
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Yala National Park, located in the south east of 
Sri Lanka and hugging the panoramic Indian 
Ocean, was designated a wildlife sanctuary in 
1900 and became a national park in 1938. 
The park is divided into five sectors, of which 
two are currently open to visitors on guided 
4x4 jeep safaris which give the opportunity to 
view wildlife. 
Yala’s terrain is very diverse ranging from dense 
jungle to grasslands, lakes, wetlands, flat plains, 
rocky outcrops and sandy beaches (although 
these are not recommended for swimming). 

This varied environment supports one of the 
richest and most varied collections of wildlife in 
the country, with 44 varieties of mammal and 
215 bird species.
Among its more famous residents are a 
substantial elephant population, elusive sloth 
bears, sambars, jackals, spotted deer and, a 
significant leopard population – the densest 
concentration of these cats anywhere in the 
world. As you drive through the park you may 
also see a number of crocodiles in both the rivers 
and pools. 

Getting there: Driving time to Yala is approx 4½ hours 
from Nuwara Eliya or Galle and 5 hours from Colombo. 
Best time to go: February-July when the water levels 
are low, bringing animals into the open. The park 
also closes for around six weeks each year during 
September & October. Exact dates are decided by the 
Department of Wildlife and will only be advised nearer 
the time. Temperatures hover around 29ºC throughout 
the year with most rainfall from September-December.

Experience the wild side of Sri Lanka at one of the largest and most famous national parks.

Yala National Park

Day 1 Nuwara Eliya*/Yala: Early morning departure from Nuwara Eliya and visit 
the Hakgala botanical gardens and pass the Rawana Waterfalls before reaching 
Buduruwagala whose great sculptures date back to the 9th or the10th centuries. 
Proceed to Yala and the rest of the evening is at leisure.
Day 2 Yala: Early morning game drive of Yala National Park by jeep. Keep your eyes peeled 
for elephant, boar, buffalo, leopard (the highest density in Asia), bear, deer, crocodiles and 
large flocks of migratory and indigenous birds. Further game drive in the afternoon.  
Day 3 Yala/southern beach resort or Colombo City: Morning departure for your onward 
destination. 

game drives by jeep•tropical birdlife•leopards, elephants and more

Yala Safari Adventure 
2 night privately escorted tour by air-conditioned car

Departures: *Daily from Nuwara Eliya at the end of one of our tours. Also available from 
Colombo, Galle or your chosen southern beach resort. Please ask for prices.
Tour price: The prices shown opposite for this privately escorted tour are based on the best value 
travel dates in low season and include private transfers (from Nuwara Eliya and returning to your 
chosen southern beach resort), 2 nights at your chosen Yala accommodation (see opposite & page 
229 for options), entrance fees, sightseeing as outlined and 2 jeep safaris. Yala jeep safaris are in 
open sided vehicles. 
We recommend that you stay midweek and avoid public holidays for a more relaxing experience.

What you need to know

Ekho Safari Tissa
4� Tissamahrama

The waterfront Ekho Safari occupies a scenic position in Tissamaharama, just 
40 minutes drive from Yala National Park and is strategically located close to many 
cultural and wildlife sites. Between game drives, the spacious pool area provides 
an ideal spot to sit back and enjoy the views across the lake, and if you’re feeling 
energetic there’s tennis or volleyball.

Yala National Park

Hambantota

Tissa

Kataragama

1

2
3

4

1 Ekho Safari Tissa
2 Cinnamon Wild
3 Jetwing Yala
4 Chena Huts by 

Uga Escapes, Wild 
Coast Tented Lodge

Features: 50 rooms and suites•restaurant
•bar•swimming pool•tennis •volleyball
•organised activities•spa    
Accommodation: In deluxe lakefacing rooms 
with bath/shower, mini bar, safe and some 
with balcony or terrace. 
Room upgrades: Suites with a lounge area 
are also available, prices on request. 

Meals: Half board. 
Private transfers: 4 hours by road from 
Nuwara Eliya at the end of one of our tours 
or approximately 4½ hours from Colombo.
However it is not recommended to visit Yala 
from an international arrival or departure 
given the distances. 

2 night escorted tour from 
£449pp
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This luxurious tented lodge sits on a deserted beach on the edge of Yala National Park. 
The vaulted ‘cocoon’ tents combine the comfort of a luxury hotel with the excitement 
of a safari-style wilderness experience and are dotted around five watering holes 
designed to attract a variety of birdlife and amphibians. A bamboo-clad bar and 
restaurant serve creative daily changing menus, while the lodge boasts a Sanctuary Spa 
and the library doubles up as an educational centre where guests learn about the park.

Wild Coast Tented Lodge
5� Yala

Features: 36 suites•restaurant•bar
•swimming pool•spa•library
•conservation station•free WiFi
Accommodation: In cocoon suites with four 
poster king bed, ceiling fan, copper bath, mini 
bar and outdoor viewing deck overlooking a 
watering hole and facing the beach. 
Room upgrades: Cocoon pool suites from 
£134 which offer a private plunge pool
•family cocoon suite with adjoining urchin 
tent, which accommodate two adults and two 
children (2-12 years) or three adults. Please 
ask for prices. 

Cinnamon Wild
4� Yala

This rustic forest lodge sits on the border of the Yala National Park close to the town 
of Kirinda and is set by a massive lake with crocodile, pelicans and deer living in 
perfect harmony with the hotel. The close proximity to Yala means that elephant, wild 
boar and other wildlife often visit from the park next door. The wild exteriors and plush 
interiors combine to create a memorable and comfortable stay.

Jetwing Yala
4�PLUS Yala

This eco-friendly hotel, situated on the outskirts of Yala National Park, is an exclusive 
wildlife property with beach access (although swimming is not recommended due 
to high waves), a wellness centre and awe-inspiring wildlife close at hand. There is 
something for everyone with the ocean one side and the chance to see leopards on 
the other.

10% cabin discount or US$100 spa credit 
(per cabin): If you stay at least 2 nights.

Premier Plus

Surrounded by wilderness at the ocean’s edge, Chena Huts overlooks a beach where 
turtles lay their eggs and elephants wander down from the nearby jungle. Just a few 
minutes drive from Yala National Park entrance, it’s a perfect place to get away from it 
all and watch the magnificent wildlife. The ‘huts’ are in fact luxurious detached, pavilions 
that harmonise with the jungle environment while guests enjoy fine dining at Basses 
Restaurant, or can opt to dine in private at the beachfront or beside the lagoon. 

Chena Huts by Uga Escapes
5� Yala

Features: 14 cabins•restaurant•swimming 
pool•spa•free WiFi    
Accommodation: In guest cabins with 
bath, living area, mini bar, safe and shaded 
outdoor deck with private plunge pool. 
Private transfers: 4½ hours by road from 
Nuwara Eliya at the end of one of our tours 
or approximately 4½ hours from Colombo. 
However it is not recommended to visit Yala 
from an international arrival or departure 
given the distances.  

Breakfast, lunch & dinner•all beverages, 
including selected wine, beer & spirits
•room service•mini bar (refilled once daily) 
•2 game drives a day inclusive of snacks 
and beverages•laundry (6 pieces per cabin 
per day)•transfers to and from park entrance

All Inclusive - what’s included

Cocoon suite

Breakfast, lunch, afternoon cream tea & 
dinner•all beverages, including house 
spirits and wines•pre-safari snacks 
•one game drive per day

All Inclusive - what’s included

Private transfers: 4½ hours by road from 
Nuwara Eliya at the end of one of our tours 
or approximately 4½ hours from Colombo. 

Features: 76 chalets•restaurant•destination 
dining in the wild•2 bars•swimming pool
•spa•observation deck•free WiFI    
Accommodation: In jungle chalets with 
shower, mini bar, safe and terrace. 
Room upgrades: Beach chalets which are 
perched on stilts and offer fantastic views over 
the Indian Ocean also available, please ask 
for prices. 
Meals: Half board. 

Private transfers: 4½ hours by road from 
Nuwara Eliya at the end of one of our tours 
or approximately 4½ hours from Colombo. 
However it is not recommended to visit Yala 
from an international arrival or departure 
given the distances.  

Features: 80 rooms•2 restaurants•3 bars
•swimming pool •spa•wellness centre
•pool table•free WiFi     
Accommodation: In superior rooms with 
shower, mini bar, safe and balcony or terrace.  
Room upgrades: Deluxe rooms which 
provide panoramic ocean views; family 
rooms and tented villas also available. 
Prices on request. 
Meals: Half board. 

Private transfers: 4½ hours by road from 
Nuwara Eliya at the end of one of our tours 
or approximately 4½ hours from Colombo. 
However it is not recommended to visit Yala 
from an international arrival or departure 
given the distances. 

Early booking 10% room discount: 
On selected dates between Nov 18-Dec 19.

Premier Plus
Early booking 10% room discount: 
On selected dates between Aug 18-Mar 19.

Premier Plus

2 night escorted tour from 
£839pp

2 night escorted tour from 
£895pp

2 night escorted tour from 
£499pp

2 night escorted tour from 
£499pp

Up to 25% suite discount: On selected 
dates Aug 18-Dec 19.

Premier Plus
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If you’ve never seen an elephant swim, then Gal Oya is a must!230  Sri Lanka

Departures: *Daily from Nuwara Eliya. Tour is also available 
from Kandy, Passikudah or Yala at a supplement. 
Accommodation: Gal Oya Lodge.
Tour price: The price shown is based on the best value travel 
dates in low season and includes private transfers between 
your hotels, accommodation including full board and safaris 
and tours as outlined. 

What you need to know

Day 1 Nuwara Eliya*/Gal Oya: Morning drive east 
to Gal Oya National Park. This afternoon walking tour 
through the breathtaking countryside with a naturalist 
guide and see wildlife close up while exploring hidden 
corners of the park. 
Day 2 Gal Oya: Morning boat safari to discover wildlife 
from a whole new perspective. Afternoon at leisure.  
Day 3 Gal Oya: Morning jeep safari through the jungle 
to the Nigala section of the park. Afternoon at leisure. 
Day 4 Gal Oya: Depart for Kandy or Colombo. 

elephants•boat safaris•high-end eco-tourism 

Gal Oya 
3 night privately escorted side trip 
by air-conditioned car

Gal Oya Lodge
4� Gal Oya National Park 

Gal Oya Lodge sits unobtrusively within lush jungle 
surroundings just outside the border of this little-known 
national park. Simple but stylish bungalows are each 
carefully situated with their own private views, giving 
guests the impression of being alone in the wild. 
A choice of daily activities is offered while food is locally 
sourced or grown in the organic garden. Why not join 
the Sri Lankan cooking class during your stay? 

Features: 9 one bedroom bungalows and 1 two bedroom 
villa •restaurant•bar•swimming pool•guided jeep 
and boat safaris•nature walks with a naturalist•chance 
to meet the indigenous Vedda (aboriginal people of Sri 
Lanka)•mountain bikes•cooking class•wildlife training and 
research facility    
Accommodation: In one bedroom bungalows with king size 
bed, ceiling fan, indoor and outdoor showers and veranda. 
No air-conditioning, televisions or telephones.
Meals: A la carte full board (plus light snacks and tea/coffee 
all day). 

Gal Oya is the most untouched of all Sri Lanka’s 
National Parks. It encompasses the country’s largest 
inland body of water, the Senannayaka Samudraya 
Lake, with lush evergreen forest and open savannahs 
thriving around the calm waters. The lake’s surface is 
peppered with islands and Gal Oya is the only place 
in Sri Lanka where safaris are available by boat as 
well as by jeep. This unique vantage point allows 
you to watch animals as they come to drink at the 
water’s edge, forage along the shore and perhaps 
the real highlight is seeing wild elephants swimming 
from island to island in search of greener pastures.

Along with elephants, the park’s unique ecosystem 
is home to wild boar, deer, jackals, sloth bears and 
crocodiles. Birdlife is also abundant and you should 
keep your eyes peeled for white-bellied sea eagles, 
grey and purple herons and several species of cormorant 
too. No phone or WiFi signals so complete escapism.
The forest-dwelling indigenous Vedda people are 
neighbours of Gal Oya Lodge, and guests can join 
the village chief for a walk through the jungles of his 
ancestors. The forest comes alive as he explains his 
tribe’s use of medicinal plants, the location of their 

Getting there: The driving time to Gal Oya is 4 hours 
from Nuwara Eliya. Also easily accessible from Kandy, 
Passikudah and Yala National Park.
Best time to go: Gal Oya is available year-round; 
however, June-December is the best time for elephants 
and January-March for bird watching.

Avoid the crowds and experience some of the best Sri Lankan wildlife at Gal Oya 
National Park, one of the country’s hidden gems.

Gal Oya National Park

ancient hunting grounds and cave dwellings, as 
well as how hunter-gatherers sustained themselves 
in the jungles of Gal Oya.

Uda Walawe  National Park

Bungalow
3 night privately escorted side trip 

from £599pp

Indian Ocean
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1 Gal Oya Lodge
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Departures: *Daily from Nuwara Eliya. Tour is also available 
from Yala or Hambantota at a supplement. 
Accommodation: Kalu’s Hideaway.
Tour price: The price shown is based on the best value travel dates 
in low season and includes private transfers between your hotels, 
accommodation including half board, game drive by jeep and 
sightseeing as outlined. 

What you need to know

Day 1 Nuwara Eliya*/Uda Walawe: Depart early 
this morning and travel via Bandarawela and Ella to Uda 
Walawe, passing Rawana waterfalls en route. On arrival, 
the rest of the day is at leisure. 
Day 2 Uda Walawe: Morning visit to the nearby 
Elephant Transit Home, which helps to care for injured 
elephants (feeding times 9am & noon), before an 
afternoon game drive.  
Day 3 Uda Walawe: Depart for your chosen southern 
beach resort or Colombo. 

jeep safari•huge array of wildlife•elephants

Uda Walawe 
2 night privately escorted side trip by 
air-conditioned car

Kalu's Hideaway
3� Uda Walawe National Park 

Nestled amidst five acres of beautifully manicured 
gardens at the edge of the tranquil Walawe River, 
Kalu’s Hideaway is just 15 minutes drive from the 
entrance to Uda Walawe National Park. Rooms at this 
eco-friendly property are comfortably furnished and 
the swimming pool is the perfect place to refresh after 
wildlife watching. The dining room serves Sri Lankan 
curries and a selection of international cuisine.

Features: 7 rooms•restaurant•bar•swimming pool
•jacuzzi•games room•children’s play area•bicycle hire 
Accommodation: In superior rooms in the main building with 
shower and safe. 
Meals: Half board. 

Uda Walawe National Park sits in the southern 
shadows of Sri Lanka’s Central Highlands and is 
largely comprised of grasslands and bush forest.
The park is regarded as the prime location for observing 
Asian elephants, with over 500 roaming the park. 
They often roam in herds of up to 100, so during 
a visit it is not unusual to see adults and their young 
feeding or bathing and playing in the water - it’s 
undoubtedly a remarkable and memorable experience. 
In addition the park is home to a great number of 
other species, including spotted deer, sambur, water 

buffalo, wild boar, macaque, monitor lizards and 
jackal. While leopards and other wild cats reside in 
Uda Walawe, it is rare to spot them.
Endemic birds include the Sri Lankan junglefowl, 
green pigeon, grey hornbill, woodshrike and 
swallow. Other bird species include pelican, 
cormorants, heron, egrets, stork and bee-eaters. 
As you drive across the grassy plains you may also 
see a huge variety of beautiful butterflies.
Supported by the Born Free Foundation, the 
nearby Elephant Transit Home helps care for 

Getting there: The driving time to Uda Walawe is 
4½ hours from Nuwara Eliya. 
Best time to go: Uda Walawe can be visited 
throughout the year, however migrant birds can only be 
seen November-March. 

Framed by soaring highlands, the Uda Walawe National Park is one of the best places in 
the world to see wild elephants.

Uda Walawe  National Park

injured elephants from all over Sri Lanka. After 
rehabilitation, the elephants are released back into 
the wild, many into Uda Walawe National Park. 
A highlight is to watch the orphans at feeding time 
from the viewing platform.

2 night privately escorted side trip 
from £399pp
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pre-bookable excursions are perfect additions to any tour or beach stay232  Sri Lanka

Negombo on the western coast, has grown into 
an established resort with an array of hotels, 
bars and restaurants, with seafood a particular 
speciality. North of Negombo is the charming 
fishing town of Chilaw, which as well as a 
beautiful lagoon also offers a wonderful expanse 
of sands that lead to the inviting turquoise waters. 

Nestled on the south west between the Bentota 
River, a tropical lagoon and the Indian Ocean is 
popular Bentota, with excellent accommodation 
choices and fabulous watersports. 

Nearby Kalutara is a bustling village known for 
its relatively unspoilt long stretch of fine sandy 
beach. See also colourful handicraft markets and 
numerous ornate Buddhist temples.

Ahungalla is a small coastal fishing village sitting 
amidst coconut groves with an idyllic palm-
fringed sandy beach.

Gateway to the south is charming Galle, home 
to an atmospheric port and some perfectly 
preserved colonial architecture. Nearby beaches 
offer wide expanses of sands to laze upon. 

Sleepy Weligama meanders around a broad 
bay dotted with rocky outcrops and fringed with 
golden sand. Nearby Mirissa is renowned for 
whale watching, Tangalle has inviting beaches 
and picturesque coves while Hambantota has rich 
natural beauty, wildlife and heritage sites. 

The somewhat undiscovered east coast has 
swathes of sandy beaches, hidden bays, 
fantastic surf and mangrove lagoons, ideal for 
diving, snorkelling and whale watching. Vibrant 
Trincomalee,is known for it’s deep water natural 
harbour, and Passikudah, for its golden bay .

Surrounded on all sides by the warm tropical waters of the Indian Ocean, Sri Lanka’s string of enchanting beaches 
dot the coast for over a thousand miles, so no matter where you go, you’re sure to find a patch of palm-backed perfection. 

Sri Lanka beach resorts 

Enhance your Stay Excursions perfectly enhance your holiday and offer excellent value. Prices are per person.

Colombo evening walking tour
from £45

Galle late afternoon walking tour
from £45

Whale watching
from £99

Explore the UNESCO World Heritage site Galle Fort with a 
local resident whose family has lived and worked here for 
generations. Wander the maze of narrow cobblestoned streets 
lined with colonial period buildings and old merchant houses 
then walk along the sturdy ramparts and visit colonial period 
churches, the lighthouse and museums. Available from Galle.

A half day excursion during which you may spot blue 
whales, sperm whales, dwarf sperm whales, spinner dolphins, 
striped dolphins or Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphins. Available 
along the south west coast from November-March while the 
east coast off Trincomalee is preferable from March-April. 
Dolphins can be seen until October. 

A wonderfully personalised walking tour through the city 
of Colombo with guide Mark Forbes or one of his trusted 
friends. Witness some of the amazing architecture the 
Dutch and English left behind, walk along the old colonial 
streets, seek out former mansions and pass several notable 
landmarks. Available from Colombo.

Minneriya National Park game drive
from £99

Minneriya National Park may be relatively small but its range 
of wildlife includes deer, monkeys and hundreds of birds. 
It’s also a superb place to see herds of elephants bathing or 
grazing on the grasses, partiuclarly during July-October for 
the ‘gathering’ when they migrate here in search of water and 
fresh grass. Available from Chilaw (approx 2 hours drive). 
Also available from Habarana, Sigiriya and Kandalama.

Wilpattu National Park Jeep Safari
from £125

Wilpattu is one of Sri Lanka’s largest national parks and 
widely regarded as one of the best places to spot leopard in 
its natural habitat. The park is comprised of lakes called ‘Villu’ 
surrounded by grassy plains set within scrub jungle and, 
along with leopard, has elephant, sloth bear, deer and water 
buffalo. Available from Chilaw (approx 2 hours drive). Also 
available from Habarana, Sigiriya, Kandalama and Ulagalla.

1 Trinco Blu by Cinnamon 
2 Jungle Beach by UGA Escapes
3 Amaya Beach, Uga Bay
4 Mermaid, Tangerine Beach
5 Centara Ceysands, Vivanta by 
   Taj, Avani Bentota

6 Anantaya 
7 Jetwing Beach, Heritance, 
8 Jetwing Lighthouse, Fortress 
& Aditya 
9 Cape Weligama
10 Anantara Peace Haven
11 Shangri-La’s Hambantota
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Uda Walawe National Park
from £159

Early morning departure from Hambantota or Tangalle to
Uda Walawe National Park (approx 1½ hours drive). 
On arrival enjoy a game drive by jeep, watching for elephants, 
deer, macaques, water buffalo and more. After lunch 
(included) drive to the Elephant Transit Home (supported by the 
Born Free Foundation) to see orphaned elephants being bottle 
fed. Also available from Bentota, Kalutara and Galle.
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EAST COAST BEACH RESORTS

Early booking room discount up to 15%: On selected 
dates between Nov 18-Dec 19.
Honeymoons & wedding anniversaries: 01 Nov-
23 Dec 18, 01 Jan-30 Apr & 01 Nov-23 Dec 19 receive 
50% discount on the all inclusive supplement.

Premier Plus

FREE nights
3 for 2 & 10 for 7: Sep-Dec 19.
4 for 3 & 10 for 7: Sep 18-Feb 19.
5 for 4 & 10 for 7: Mar-Jun 19.
7 for 6 & 12 for 10: Aug 18 & Jul-Aug 19.
Early booking room discount up to 15%: On selected 
dates between Sep18-Dec 19.
FREE daily half board: Sep 18-Jan 19 if you stay at least 
3 nights.
Family offer: Sep 18-Jan 19 up to two children (0-11 years) 
stay FREE, when sharing room with 2 adults, including one 
extra bed, and eat FREE from the children’s menu. If dining 
from adult’s menu, the children receive 50% discount on meal 
prices.
Honeymoons & wedding anniversaries: If you stay at 
least 4 nights receive a special 3 course dinner and bottle of 
house wine (guests on half board receive a special 5 course 
dinner and upgraded bottle of wine).

Premier Plus

This retro-chic hotel lies on the sparkling shores of the east coast at historic Trincomalee. Those looking to unwind 
should head for the long pool or stroll to the pristine white sands, or alternatively, spectacular diving and snorkelling 
opportunities surround the hotel while, between May-October, whale and dolphin watching is an option. The main 
restaurant offers scrumptious buffet spreads and fresh seafood can be savoured at the beach ‘Crab Shack’ restaurant.   

This luxury beach resort is nestled within 10 acres between the Indian Ocean and a lagoon in the small east coast 
village of Kuchchaveli just 30 minutes drive from Trincomalee. In this relatively undiscovered part of Sri Lanka you’ll 
discover beautiful beaches, colourful coral reefs, calm seas and total tranquillity. The modern luxurious cabins, 
crafted from indigenous materials, harmonise perfectly with the natural surroundings and all offer spectacular views. 

Trinco Blu by Cinnamon
4� Trincomalee

Jungle Beach by Uga Escapes
5� Kuchchaveli

Sri Lanka  233visit your travel agent or call 08444 937 444 • www.premierholidays.co.uk

Features: 81 rooms•2 restaurants•2 bars•swimming pool 
•PADI dive centre•watersports
Accommodation: In superior twin rooms with shower, mini 
bar and balcony or terrace. 
Room upgrades: Beach chalets with direct beach access 
and some offer a bath and separate shower, DVD and safe 
from £17•larger suites from £71, which offer a spacious 
sitting area. 
Meals: Half board. All inclusive from £19.

Features: 48 cabins•2 restaurants•bar•swimming pool
•gym•spa•non-motorised watersports including free 
bodyboards•free WiFi
Accommodation: In lagoon cabins with outdoor rain shower, 
mini bar, safe and terrace. 
Room upgrades: Jungle cabins from £12•beach cabins 
with direct beach access, but set slightly back for privacy, 
from  £42•jungle cluster chalets which are in a set of three 
and share a pool and sun deck from £58, so perfect for family 
or friends travelling together. 

Private transfers: 6½ hours from Colombo airport. 
A 50 minute Cinnamon Air taxi service followed by a 
25 minute car transfer is also available between Colombo and 
Trincomalee from £139.  Please ask for details.

Meals: Breakfast. Half board from £31, full board from £58 
and all inclusive from £114 
Private transfers: 6½ hours from Colombo airport. 
A 50 minute Cinnamon Air taxi service followed by a 
35 minute car transfer is also available between Colombo and 
Trincomalee from £139. Please ask for details.

Superior room

Lagoon cabin

Smart Choice

6 Anantaya 
7 Jetwing Beach, Heritance, 
8 Jetwing Lighthouse, Fortress 
& Aditya 
9 Cape Weligama
10 Anantara Peace Haven
11 Shangri-La’s Hambantota

10 nts with flights from £1489pp 
extra night from £89pp

Smart Choice - affordable all inclusive option, accommodation choices and a great base for whale watching

7 nts with flights from £1199pp 
extra night from £49pp
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EAST COAST BEACH RESORTS

Early booking room discount up to 15%: On selected 
dates between Sep 18-Oct 19.
30% room discount: Aug 18-Oct 19 if you stay at least 
5 nights.
Family offer: Aug 18-Oct 19 up to two children 0-10 years 
stay FREE, including breakfast, when sharing room with two 
adults and also receive 50% discount on all meals.
Honeymoons & wedding anniversaries: Aug 18-Oct 19 
receive one candlelit dinner or a one hour spa treatment 
for two.

Premier Plus

FREE nights
3 for 2 & 10 for 7: Sep-Dec 19.
4 for 3 & 10 for 7: Sep 18-Feb 19.
5 for 4 & 10 for 7: Mar-Jun 19.
7 for 6: Aug 18 & Jul-Aug 19.
Early booking room discount of up to 15%: On selected 
dates between Aug 18-Dec 19.
FREE daily half board: Sep 18-Jan 19 if you stay at least 
3 nights.
Family offer: Sep 18-Jan 19 up to two children (0-11 years) 
stay FREE, when sharing room with 2 adults, including one 
extra bed, and eat FREE from the children’s menu. If dining 
from adult’s menu, the children receive 50% discount on meal 
prices.
Honeymoons & wedding anniversaries: If you stay at 
least 4 nights receive a 3 course dinner with a bottle of house 
wine. If you pre-book half board receive a special 5 course 
dinner and upgraded bottle of wine. 

Premier Plus

Ideally situated next to the long stretch of beach at Passikudah Bay, renowned for its calm, shallow waters. There are an 
array of recreational activities; the The Spa by Amaya and watersports enthusiasts can kayak, windsurf or head below 
the waves to snorkel over the coral reef. The varied cuisine reflects seasonal products and is sure to tempt you, while the 
elegant Aqua Bar is just the place to sip cocktails and enjoy ocean views.  

Set within extensive manicured gardens beside the pristine beach, the contemporary Uga Bay provides lavish 
surroundings and a delightful serene ambience. A stay here will suit those seeking to forget the worries of daily life and 
unwind totally, either beside the magnificent pool or at the spa, which offers indoor and outdoor facilities for individuals 
and couples. A modern fusion of Mediterranean and Asian flavours can be enjoyed at the restaurant along with local 
seafood at the beach restaurant, which is on the best beach in Passikudah and the ideal spot to watch the sunset.  

Amaya Beach Passikudah
4� Passikudah

Uga Bay by Uga Escapes
5� Passikudah

opt for Sri Lanka air taxi instead of long road transfers 234  Sri Lanka

Features: 125 rooms and suites•2 restaurants•2 bars 
•large swimming pool•children’s pool•fitness centre•spa
•watersports including kayaking and windsurfing•children’s 
club (4-9 years)•teenagers games room•free WiFi
Accommodation: In first floor superior courtyard view rooms 
with shower, mini bar, safe and balcony or terrace. 
Room upgrades: Deluxe oceanfacing rooms from £4
•larger premium deluxe oceanfacing rooms from £7, which 
offer a bath and separate shower•deluxe oceanfacing suites 
from £12, which are set back from the sea

Features: 48 rooms & suites•2 restaurants•bar
•swimming pool•gym•spa•free WiFi 
Accommodation: In ground floor beach view studios with 
shower, mini bar, safe and terrace. 
Room upgrades: Upper floor beach view studios from £14
•two bed upper floor bay suite with plunge pool from £236
•two-storey two bed beach villa with plunge pool and 
spectacular ocean views from £157 (based on 4 sharing). 

•deluxe family residences from £20, which have a master 
bedroom, separate living room, bunk bedroom and can 
interconnect with premium deluxe rooms. 
Meals: Breakfast until Oct 18 then half board. All inclusive 
from £43. 
Private transfers: 6½ hours from Colombo airport. 
A 50 minute Cinnamon Air taxi service followed by a 
45 minute car transfer is also available between Colombo and 
Batticaloa on certain dates from £135. Please ask for details.

Superior courtyard view room

Meals: Breakfast. Three course a la carte half board 
from £31; full board from £58 and all inclusive from £99.  
Private transfers: 6½ hours from Colombo airport. 
A 50 minute Cinnamon Air taxi service followed by a 
45 minute car transfer is also available between Colombo and 
Batticaloa on certain dates from £135. Please ask for details.

Smart Choice

   Ground floor beach view studio

8 nts with flights from £1099pp 
extra night from £33pp

Smart Choice - excellent value for money, particularly for families, with good size rooms and living space. 
Well worth upgrading to a deluxe oceanfacing room - after all, the supplement is from just £4 per person per day!

10 nts with flights from £1435pp 
extra night from £81pp
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SOUTH WEST COAST BEACH RESORTS

FREE nights
7 for 6 & 14 for 11: 01 Nov-15 Dec 18, 01 May-15 Jul & 
01 Nov-15 Dec 19.
Early booking room discount up to 10%: On selected 
dates between Nov 18-Dec 19.
No single supplement:16 Sep-15 Oct 18 & 16 Sep-
15 Oct 19 for up to two rooms.
Honeymoons: If you stay 5 nights receive a 5 course dinner 
in a special dining location and a 60 minute spa treatment.

Premier Plus

FREE nights
5 for 4 & 10 for 8: 01 Sep-31 Oct 18. 
6 for 5 & 14 for 12: 16 Apr-23 Jul & 01 Sep-31 Oct 19. 
Free nights can be multiplied.
Early booking 12% room discount: On selected dates 
between Aug 18-Dec 19.
Honeymoons & wedding anniversaries: Receive a candlelit 
dinner for two with a glass of wine. From 01 Aug 18-10 Jan 19 also 
receive 20% spa discount and upgrade to a deluxe seafacing room. 

Premier Plus

Tucked away in a vast coconut grove along a stretch of golden, sandy beach in Mahawaskaduwa; a cosy fishing village in 
Kalutara. Perfect for sun, sea and sand lovers the hotel is a haven for relaxation with a lovely swimming pool surrounded by 
beautifully manicured gardens that extend to the shoreline. However, for those not content to laze around, all is not lost as the 
adjoining club has plenty of action, with a wide range of sports and recreational activities both on land and water. 

Blending modern and ethnic designs to great effect, this good value hotel adorns a vast stretch of Kalutara’s 
golden sandy beach amidst 12 acres of gardens and swaying coconut palms. If you can tear yourself away from 
the beckoning sands there are a good selection of activities to amuse you, with additional facilities also available 
at the adjoining sister hotel, The Royal Palms. An ideal place to unwind in unpretentious surroundings with a few 
local restaurants and handicraft stalls on the doorstep and the bustling market of Kalutara only a mile away.

Mermaid Hotel & Club
3�PLUS Kalutara

Tangerine Beach
3�PLUS Kalutara

visit your travel agent or call 08444 937 444 • www.premierholidays.co.uk

Features: 81 rooms•restaurant•4 bars•music and lounge 
bar (open 3 times a week)•2 swimming pools•gym
•Sahana Spa•squash•badminton•yoga lessons
•children’s play area•DVD library•free WiFi
Accommodation: In standard partial sea view rooms with 
king size beds, shower, mini bar, safe and oversized balcony 
or terrace with a daybed. 

Features: 176 rooms•3 restaurants•2 bars•restaurant with 
live entertainment•large swimming pool with swim-up bar
•children’s pool and play area•Ayurvedic health centre•gym
•spa•tennis•squash•badminton•mini golf•free WiFi
Accommodation: In standard garden view rooms with bath/shower, 
ceiling fan, mini bar and terrace or balcony. 
Room upgrades: Deluxe seafacing rooms from £1•larger 
suites ideal for families from £25 with separate bedroom and 
living room•executive suites from £52•luxury suites from £62. 
Meals: Half board. All inclusive from £14. 
Private transfers: 2 hours from Colombo airport.

Room upgrades: Sea view rooms which have a DVD and a 
direct ocean view from £16•premium sea view rooms with 
upgraded facilities from £20•larger premium deluxe rooms in 
a separate building closer to the beach, flat screen TV, king size 
beds, spacious bathrooms with a bath and separate shower, 
balcony or terrace with seating area from £24. 
Private transfers: 2 hours from Colombo airport.

Buffet breakfast, lunch and dinner (set menus may be offered 
for lunch or dinner during the low season)•snacks from 
10.30am-12pm & 3.30-5.30pm•local brand alcoholic drinks 
(except wines, cocktails, mocktails and champagne), soft drinks 
(except diet cola) and tea & coffee from 10am-midnight•fresh 
fruits and fresh fruit juices 10.30am-5.30pm•daily events 
include live music, cultural shows, sports & recreational activities

All Inclusive - what’s included

Standard room

Balcony of sea view room

Deluxe seafacing room

Smart Choice

10 nts with flights from £999pp 
extra night from £44pp

7 nts with flights from £1099pp 
extra night from £63pp

Smart Choice - this well established hotel is very popular with UK guests. We defi nitely think it’s worth pay-
ing just a little more to upgrade to the sea view or the larger deluxe rooms.

Sri Lanka  235

2019 PH 234-235 Sri Lanka beach hotels.indd   3 11/06/2018   10:50



SOUTH WEST COAST BEACH RESORTS

FREE nights
8 for 4: 01 Sep-31 Oct 18, compulsory half board plus 
payable. For each subsequent night booked receive an extra 
night free. 
Early booking room discount up to 20%: On selected 
dates between Sep 18-Dec 19. Minimum stay requirement 
may also apply
Family offer: 01 Sep-31 Oct 18, 01 May-15 Jul & 
01 Sep-19 Dec 19 first child 0-11 years stays free, including 
half board plus, when sharing a room with two adults; second 
child 0-11 years stays free, compulsory half board plus 
payable.
Honeymoons & wedding anniversaries: If you stay at 
least 3 nights (7 nights from May 19) receive one candlelit 
dinner for two or a one hour spa treatment for two.

Premier Plus

With its river and ocean setting, this resort has an abundance of natural attractions. The river is broad and tranquil 
while the golden sandy beach is quiet with a glorious ocean vista. The huge, palm-fringed swimming pool sits next 
to the beach, the watersports centre offers lots of activities, Spa Cenvaree is a refuge for the senses and the river 
safaris are a memorable experience. The myriad of accommodation options all include a balcony or terrace with 
dreamy views of the river or ocean and can accommodate up to two children in family rooms.  

Centara Ceysands Resort & Spa
4�PLUS Bentota

why not take a day trip to Galle and book some excursions?236  Sri Lanka

Features: 165 rooms and suites•2 restaurants (buffet or 
seafood)•3 bars•swimming pool•children’s pool
•jacuzzi•Spa Cenvaree•fitness centre•watersports
•children’s club & teen centre (3-17 years)•river safaris
•free WiFi       
Accommodation: In superior river view rooms with shower, 
mini bar, safe and balcony or terrace.

Room upgrades: Superior partial ocean view rooms from £7
•deluxe ocean view rooms from £12•deluxe pool access 
rooms from £10•deluxe one bed suites which have a 
separate lounge from £57. 
Meals: Half board plus which includes breakfast, lunch or 
dinner and selected drinks during meals (maximum 3 hour 
open bar). All inclusive available from £42.
Transfers: 2½ hours private road transfer from Colombo 
airport followed by a 5 minute boat ride across the lagoon.

Superior partial ocean view room

Early booking 15% room discount: On selected dates 
between Nov 18-Oct 19.
15% room & meal discount: 01 Sep-31 Oct & 23 Nov-
23 Dec 18 if you stay at least 6 nights.
Family offer: First child 0-11 years stays FREE, including 
breakfast, when sharing with two adults.
Honeymoons & wedding anniversaries: 01 Aug 18-
31 Oct 19 If you stay at least 5 nights receive a candlelit 
dinner for two on the beach. 

Premier Plus

Designed by world-renowned architect Geoffrey Bawa, who took inspiration from an 18th century Dutch village to create this 
romantic home-away-from-home, the AVANI Bentota is set on Bentota Beach amongst shady palms. This secluded low-rise 
hotel will suit those seeking a relaxed, informal environment where personal service and excellent value are assured. 

Avani Bentota Resort & Spa
4�PLUS Bentota

Features: 75 rooms•2 restaurants•3 bars•wine bar 
•piano bar•sheisha lounge•2 freshwater swimming pools 
•children’s pool•gym•watersports (can be arranged 
locally) •spa•free WiFi
Accommodation: In compact standard seafacing rooms with 
shower, DVD, mini bar and balcony. 
Room upgrades: Larger superior seafacing rooms with balcony 
or terrace from £6•oversized deluxe sea view rooms which 
are almost double the size of superior rooms, so ideal for two 
adults and two children, with the added benefit of a separate 
bath and balcony or terrace from £28•one suite and one villa 

which both offer the largest floor space with the extra comfort of 
a separate seating area and jacuzzi bath from £76 (villa rates 
on request). 
Meals: Breakfast. Half board from £15; full board from £27 
and ultra all inclusive from £43. 
Private transfers: 2½ hours from Colombo airport. 
Note: Local railway line runs behind the hotel.

Deluxe room

Smart Choice

7 nts with flights from £1045pp 
extra night from £49pp

Smart Choice - The Avani may be small but still has lots of facilties and for families, the huge deluxe sea view 
rooms are well worth the upgrade supplement. Local restaurants and shops are within a short stroll 

8 nts with flights from £1069pp 
extra night from £68pp
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WEST COAST BEACH RESORTS

FREE nights
5 for 4, 12 for 9 & 14 for 10: Aug- Nov 18 & May-
Nov 19. 
5 for 4, 7 for 5, 12 for 9 & 14 for 10: 15 Mar-30 Apr 19. 
6 for 5, 8 for 6, 12 for 9 & 14 for 10: 01-23 Dec 18 & 
01 Jan-14 Mar 19.
Early booking room discount up to 25%: On selected 
dates between Dec 18-Dec 19.
15% spa and food & beverage discount: If you stay 
between 3-5 nights. Between Aug-Dec 18 also receive a one 
time traditional fishing experience.
Honeymoons & wedding anniversaries: Aug-Dec 18 
receive an upgrade to the next room category and a seafood 
platter at dinner on the last night.

Premier Plus

FREE nights
5 for 4: 01 Aug-20 Dec 18 & 06 Apr-20 Dec 19. 
Free nights can be multiplied.
Early booking 10% room & meal discount: On selected 
dates between Aug 18-Dec 19.
FREE dinner for two & one hour massage (once per stay): 
01 Aug-24 Dec 18 & 11 Jan-24 Dec 19 if you stay at least 
4 nights in a suite.
FREE 30 minute spa treatment (once per stay): If you stay 
at least 5 nights. Choose from a head or shoulder massage, 
body massage or foot massage.
Honeymoons & wedding anniversaries: 01 Aug-
21 Dec 18 & 01 Jan-21 Dec 19 if you stay at least 7 nights 
receive one candlelit dinner for two and one 30 minute spa 
treatment.

Premier Plus

Tucked away in the charming coastal town of Chilaw, with a soft sandy beach on one side and a mangrove-
fringed lagoon on the other, this enchanting hotel is the perfect base to explore the many wonders such as the 
cultural triangle, Wilpattu National Park or Kalpitiya for whale and dolphin watching. An array of exciting resort 
activities await guests along with swimming pools and a tranquil overwater spa, while at the restaurant exotic 
flavours and fresh “catch of the day” can be savoured whilst gazing out at the majestic Indian Ocean. 

This intimate hotel is nestled among palm trees along the beautiful sun-kissed beach in the town of Negombo. 
Part of the locally-renowned Jetwing Group, this is an ideal location close to a variety of restaurants and bars for 
those wishing to sample local spices and flavours. Each of the harmonious rooms open up onto a large balcony 
or terrace overlooking the shimmering blue Indian Ocean, and whether you are travelling alone or bringing the 
family along, everyone will find equal measures of pampering and leisure activities. 

Also available along the same stretch of beach is the Jetwing Blue Hotel from only £999 for 7 nights including flights, 
breakfast and private transfers. Please ask for further details. 

Anantaya Resort & Spa
4�PLUS Chilaw

Jetwing Beach
4�PLUS Negombo

Sri Lanka  237visit your travel agent or call 08444 937 444 • www.premierholidays.co.uk

Features: 87 rooms•2 restaurants•bar•snack bar
•2 swimming pools (one for adults only)•spa•gym
•badminton•bicycle hire•horse riding•kayaking
•boat trips•free WiFi
Accommodation: In ocean view superior rooms in the main 
building with rain shower, mini fridge, safe and balcony. 

Features: 75 rooms•3 restaurants•2 bars•swimming pool 
•spa•gym•tennis•childcare centre (4 months-2 years) 
•children’s club•free WiFi 
Accommodation: In deluxe seafacing rooms with bath and 
separate shower, mini bar, safe and balcony or terrace. 

Room upgrades: Larger deluxe rooms which have a bath 
and shower, sitting area with floor to ceiling windows offering 
views of both sea and lagoon from £17•premium rooms on 
the top floor offer a living area, jacuzzi bath and sea/lagoon 
views from £30. For added tranquillity some of the deluxe 
and premium rooms are allocated in the adult only wing of the 
property. Water villas over the lake are also available.
Meals: Half board. Full board from £15 and all inclusive 
from £37.
Private transfers: 1¾ hours from Colombo airport.

Room upgrades: Oversized one bedroom suites with a 
separate living area, larger balcony and private sundeck 
from £85. 
Meals: Breakfast. Half board from £19; full board from £49 
and all inclusive from £46. 
Private transfers: 20 minutes from Colombo airport.

Superior room

Deluxe room

7 nts with flights from £999pp 
extra night from £62pp

8 nts with flights from £1065pp 
extra night from £66pp
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SOUTH & WEST COAST BEACH RESORTS

2000RS (approx £9) lunch or 3000RS (approx £14) 
dinner dine around credit (per person per day).
Honeymoons: 01 Aug-22 Dec18 & 11 Jan-22 Dec 19 if 
you stay less than 5 nights receive an upgrade to next room 
category, subject to availability (excludes suites. If you stay over 
5 nights receive one candlelit seafood dinner and a 30 minute 
spa treatment per person per stay.
Wedding anniversaries: If you stay 5 nights receive one 
candlelit seafood dinner and an upgrade to next room 
category, subject to availability and for selected room types.

Premier Plus

FREE nights
7 for 5 & 14 for 10:  01 Sep-31 Oct 18, 01 Mar-31 Jul & 
01 Sep-31 Oct 19.
7 for 6 & 14 for 12: 01-31 Aug, 01 Nov-22 Dec 18, 
11-31 Jan, 01-31 Aug & 01 Nov-22 Dec 19.
Early booking 10% room discount: On selected dates 
between Sep 18-Dec 19.
FREE late check-out until 4pm: Subject to availability.
Honeymoons & wedding anniversaries: 01 Aug-
24 Dec 18 & 11 Jan-24 Dec 19 if you stay at least 5 nights 
receive one candlelit dinner and an upgrade to next available 
room category, subject to availability on arrival. 

Premier Plus

This wonderfully chic beachfront hotel enjoys a perfect setting alongside the beautiful expansive sands of Negombo. 
Spend lazy days beside the glorious lagoon pool or on the beach and when in need of some TLC the rooftop Spa 
is quite simply blissful. The entire hotel was built around a sunset, so at the end of each day raise a glass in the bar 
as the sun goes down or retreat to your private balcony and drink in the view from there. Dine in the hotel or head 
across the street to The Banyan, a small square lined with quirky restaurants and bars.   

This delightfully located resort is a Premier favourite which occupies a stunning location atop a large headland 
with Bentota’s golden sands and the clear waters of the Indian Ocean either side. Amid the colonial architecture 
there are lush gardens and slender palms where you can stretch out under a parasol, sink into the Jiva Spa, 
splash in the pool or sit out on the balcony or terrace of your stylish room. We highly recommend upgrading to 
the modern deluxe delight or spacious premium indulgence rooms.  

Heritance Negombo
5� Negombo

Vivanta by Taj Bentota
5� Bentota

prices & offers change constantly - call for today’s best available deals!238  Sri Lanka

Features: 139 rooms and suites•2 restaurants•2 bars 
•lagoon swimming pool•spa•fitness centre•free WiFi
Accommodation: In ocean facing ground or first floor deluxe 
rooms with rain shower, iPod dock, mini bar, safe and lanai 
or balcony.
Room upgrades: Higher floor superior deluxe rooms 
from £14•premium rooms from £25•junior suites from £50. 
Meals: Breakfast. Half board from £20. 
Private transfers: 20 minutes from Colombo airport.

Features: 160 rooms•4 restaurants•2 bars•swimming 
pool •children’s pool•health and fitness club•tennis 
•nearby watersports managed by a third party•Jiva Spa 
Accommodation: In superior charm garden view rooms with 
ceiling fan, bath/shower, mini bar, safe and balcony or terrace. 
Room upgrades: Superior charm sea view rooms from £13
•deluxe delight garden view rooms from £17•deluxe delight 
sea view from £30•spacious premium indulgence rooms 
which have large bay windows and a balcony from £43. 

Meals: Breakfast. Half board available from £23 which offers 
guests the opportunity to dine at any of the resort restaurants. 
A table d’hôte set menu is available at each restaurant. 
All inclusive from £84. 
Private transfers: 2½ hours from Colombo airport. 
Note: Local railway line runs behind the hotel.

Ocean facing deluxe room

Superior charm sea view room

7 nts with flights from £989pp 
extra night from £49pp

7 nts with flights from £999pp 
extra night from £64pp
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SOUTH & WEST COAST BEACH RESORTS

FREE nights
4 for 3, 8 for 6 & 12 for 9: 01 Aug-20 Dec 18 & 16 Jan-
20 Dec 19. Maximum 3 nights free.
15% suite discount: 01 Aug-20 Dec 18 & 01 May-
20 Dec 19 if you stay at least 2 nights. 

Premier Plus

FREE nights
3 for 2: 06 Apr-31 Jul 19.
6 for 5 & 14 for 11: 01 Aug-20 Dec 18 & 06 Apr-
20 Dec 19.
Early booking 10% room discount: On selected dates 
Aug 18-Dec 19. Not applicable to Club wing.
One FREE 30 minute spa treatment (per person per stay): 
If you stay at least 5 nights.
One FREE set dinner for two: If you stay at least 5 nights in 
a superior deluxe room.
FREE daily afternoon tea: If you stay in the Club Wing.
Honeymoons & wedding anniversaries: If you stay at 
least 7 nights receive one candlelit dinner for two and a 
30 minute spa treatment (once per stay).

Premier Plus

This secluded hideaway is nestled in a tranquil corner of the island overlooking the vast Indian Ocean and beside 
a glorious stretch of beach. Translating directly as ‘belonging to the sun’, each of Aditya’s suites are named after a 
solar deity from ancient Hindu mythology and is uniquely designed and decorated with exotic art and antiques, 
as well as top-of-the-line amenities. The Aditya Spa is perfect for those seeking rejuvenation and when it comes to 
dining, you can pick your own menu, meal times and dining location! 

Positioned on a rocky headland with views over a golden sandy beach, this elegant hotel sits on the edge of Galle. 
Blending a traditional design with simple, modern interiors it’s ideal for visiting Galle, whether for shopping, 
exploring colonial sights or enjoying afternoon tea. Rooms are stylish, the cuisine positively sinful, the spa blissful and 
the pools as vast as the ocean they seem to blend into. To enhance your stay why not take a ten minute boat ride 
down a short waterway to the Jetwing Kurulubedda where you’ll find stilted dwellings and the wonders of nature.  

Aditya Resort
5� Rathgama, near Galle

Jetwing Lighthouse & Club
4�PLUS Galle

Sri Lanka  239visit your travel agent or call 08444 937 444 • www.premierholidays.co.uk

Features: 16 suites •restaurant•bar•Aditya Spa
•swimming pool•free WiFi
Accommodation: In couryard view Shanthi suites with a shower, 
mini bar, DVD, sitting area, safe and terrace with plunge pool. 
Room upgrades: Sagara suites from £35, which offer an 
expansive balcony and magnificent ocean vistas•sky suites 
from £52, which are on the top floor and have a bath and 
shower, as well as a jacuzzi on the top deck•ground floor 
pool suites from £99, which offer a lap pool and bath
•penthouse Surya grand suite from £137, which is spread 
over two levels with sun deck with plunge pool and dining table. 

Features: 85 rooms•restaurants and bars•2 swimming pools 
(1 exclusive to Club Wing rooms & suites)
•children’s pool•gym•tennis •squash•spa
•whale watching•free WiFi
Accommodation: In deluxe sea view rooms with king size 
bed, bath and separate shower, mini bar, safe and balcony or 
terrace. 

Meals: Breakfast. Half board from £37. 
Private transfers: 2½ hours from Colombo airport.

Room upgrades: Club Wing deluxe rooms with 
complimentary afternoon tea, evening cocktails and canapes 
and other added benefits from £60•larger one bed themed 
suites with separate living room from £85•one bed superior 
suites in the Club Wing from £199.
Meals: Breakfast. Half board from £19, full board from £35 
and all inclusive from £54. 
Private transfers: 2 hours from Colombo airport.

Shanthi suite

Club Wing deluxe room

Deluxe sea view room7 nts with flights from £1149pp 
extra night from £69pp

8 nts with flights from £1499pp 
extra night from £133pp
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SOUTH COAST BEACH RESORTS

FREE nights
4 for 3: 01-31 Mar, 01 May-25 Jul & 01-23 Dec 19.
5 for 4:  01 Sep-23 Dec 18 & 01 Sep-30 Nov 19.
7 for 5: 01 Aug-31 Oct 18, 01 May-25 Jul & 01 Sep-31 Oct 19.
7 for 6: 11 Jan-28 Feb & 01-30 Apr 19.
Free nights can be multiplied.
Early booking 10% room discount: Sep-Oct 18.
FREE room upgrade: 01 Sep-31 Oct 18, 01 May-25 Jul 
& 01 Sep-31 Oct 19 if you book at least 45 days before 
arrival and stay at least 4 nights. Upgrade is from Fortress to 
ocean or ocean to beach room.
Early booking food, beverage & spa credits: On selected 
dates between Aug, Nov 18-Apr, Jul-Aug & Nov-Dec 19. 
Minimum stay also applies.
All inclusive supplement for £79 (per person per day): 
01 Sep-31 Oct 18, 08 Apr-25 Jul & 01 Sep-31 Oct 19 if 
you book 45 days before arrival.
Honeymoons: 01 Aug-23 Dec 18 & 11 Jan-19 Dec 19 
if you stay 4 nights the bride receives 50% accommodation 
discount. 

Premier Plus

Up to 25% room discount: Nov 18, May-Jun & Sep-
Oct 19. Discount is 20% if you stay 3 nights or 25% if you 
stay 7 nights. Offer does not apply to junior or master suites
FREE daily morning bed tea served in your room & FREE 
selected activity of the day: Aug-Oct 18.

Premier Plus

Mimicking the style of a powerful ancient fortress, situated alongside the glimmering sands of the golden southern 
coast and occupying vibrant gardens, prepare to be delighted by this Sri Lankan gem. Only 30 minutes away 
from historic Galle and close to picturesque Koggala Lake, giving it a location to challenge any beachside 
retreat. Rooms are the epitome of luxury with a distinct style and naturally modern twist; ocean view rooms are 
particularly recommended. The spa offers an array of signature treatments and dining is an experience to relish.

This luxury clifftop resort, part of Relais & Chateaux, nestles into the dramatic headland just 30 minutes east of Galle. The resort 
creates the illusion of a traditional Sri Lankan village yet, beneath the terracotta-tiled rooftops lie stylish interiors with lavish 
luxuries. Set around the resort’s Cove pool are four two-storey villas comprised of junior and master suites, while a more 
secluded cluster of two or three villas lie within flower-filled gardens with one 15m infinity pool shared between them. All have 
dedicated butlers, bespoke dining and spa facilities for pampering ‘at home’ along with innovative wining and dining venues.  

The Fortress Resort & Spa
5�LUXURY Galle 

Cape Weligama
5�LUXURY Weligama, Near Galle

add an excursion to Uda Walawe National Park for amazing wildlife 240  Sri Lanka

Features: 53 rooms•3 restaurants•teppanyaki corner
•2 bars•wine cellar•swimming pool•gym•Spa Naturel
•dive centre nearby•free WiFi
Accommodation: In spacious Fortress rooms with open plan 
bathroom with bath and separate shower, DVD, mini bar, safe 
and balcony or terrace overlooking the courtyard or garden. 

Features: 39 suites and villas•2 restaurants•3 bars•gym 
•2 swimming pools (1 for adults only)•in-room spa services•spa
•PADI dive centre & beach club (5 minutes walk)•free WiFi    
Accommodation: In pool view junior suites (queen beds only) with 
bath and separate shower, mini bar, safe and terrace or balcony. 
For families, each floor has one junior suite and one master suite 
which can interconnect via the outside terrace or balcony.
Room upgrades: Pool view master suites (king bed) from £24
•ocean villas from £57•prestige ocean villas from £118
•duplex two bedroom Cape villas with private pool from £185 (based 
on four people sharing).  

Room upgrades: Higher floor ocean rooms with split-level 
living area from £32•ground floor beach rooms with jacuzzi 
bath from £52•ground floor beach splash rooms which offer 
a private indoor plunge pool from £66•two storey seafacing 
loft rooms with separate living room, indoor private plunge 
pool and balcony from £99. 
Meals: Breakfast. Four course a la carte half board from £37, 
full board from £64 and premium all inclusive from £90. 
Private transfers: 2 hours from Colombo airport. Domestic 
fl ights are also available from £219. Please ask for details.

Meals: Breakfast. Half board dine around (a la carte)
from £57, full board from £95 and all inclusive from £185.
Private transfers: 2½ hours from Colombo airport. 
Domestic fl ights are also available from £219 per person. 

Fortress room

Pool view master suite

7 nts with flights from £1195pp 
extra night from £89pp

7 nts with flights from £2099pp 
extra night from £187pp

Splash room

Cove pool and suites
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SOUTH COAST BEACH RESORTS

Early booking room discount up to 20%: On selected 
dates between Aug 18-Oct 19.
FREE half board: 01 Aug-22 Dec 18 & 06 Jan-31 Oct 19 if 
you stay at least 7 nights.
FREE half board, 20% room discount & 60 minutes 
couples spa treatment: 01 Aug-22 Dec 18 & 06 Jan-
31 Oct 19 if you stay at least 10 nights. 
FREE UK airport lounge: For all bookings made at this 
property - see page 7 for details.
Honeymoons: Aug 18-Oct 19 receive 20% spa treatment 
discount. Minimum 3 night stay applies from Nov 18.

Premier Plus

FREE nights
7 for 5, 10 for 7 & 13 for 9: 01 Aug-22 Dec 18. 
Early booking 15% room discount: On selected dates 
between Oct 18-Dec 19. 
Family offers: One child 0-12 years stays FREE, when 
sharing a room with two adults. Children 0-6 years eat FREE, 
children 6-12 years receive 50% discount on meals when 
dining with adults.
Honeymoons: If you stay at least 5 nights receive 50% 
room discount, 20% food & beverage discount and 20% spa 
discount.

Premier Plus

Hidden on a rocky outcrop along a secluded stretch of Sri Lanka’s southernmost coastline, this beautiful resort sits 
amidst a 42 acre coconut plantation and offers a naturally exclusive hideaway for an exotic beach stay. Relax in 
paradise at the tropical pool; practice holistic exercises on the shore as you watch the sunrise; indulge in sensual 
spa pampering or discover the local area by bicycle or tuk tuk. The resort is also within easy reach of Yala and 
Uda Walawe National Parks or Galle, so why not book an optional excursion (see page 232).  

This luxury beachfront resort is located along the ancient Spice Route in Hambantota, which is known for its natural 
beauty and wildlife, indeed Yala and Uda Walawe National Parks are within easy reach. Spanning 130 acres, the 
Shangri-La is surrounded by stunning tropical gardens, is home to an 18 hole golf course, expansive spa and even 
an artisan village allowing guests to interact with local craftsmen. Children aren’t forgotten either with lots to keep all 
ages occupied, and along with an array of contemporary guest accommodation there’s several dining destinations. 

Anantara Peace Haven Tangalle Resort
5�LUXURY Tangalle

Shangri-La’s, Hambantota Golf Resort & Spa
5�LUXURY Hambantota

Sri Lanka  241visit your travel agent or call 08444 937 444 • www.premierholidays.co.uk

Features: 152 rooms and pool villas•5 restaurants•dine by 
design•high tea lounge•wine cellar•bar•two level infinity 
swimming pool•surf centre • Anantara Spa•gym•yoga, 
meditation, pilates and tai chi classes•tennis•badminton 
•bicycles and tuk tuks•Sri Lankan cooking classes
•children’s and teen’s club•library  
Accommodation: In premier beach access rooms with bath 
and separate rain shower, mini bar, wine humidor, safe and 
balcony or terrace. 

Features: 300 rooms and suites•3 restaurants•2 bars
•3 swimming pools (one for children)•Ayurveda Spa•gym
•18 hole golf course•children’s club (4-12 years)•artisan 
village•bike rentals•free WiFi  
Accommodation: In ground floor deluxe garden rooms with 
air-conditioning, bath and separate shower, mini bar, safe and 
balcony with views of either the ocean or golf course.

Room upgrades: Premier ocean view rooms from £11
•larger deluxe ocean view corner rooms from £21
•garden pool villas with a separate indoor living room, large 
outdoor terrace, private plunge pool, villa host and bicycles 
from £78•beach pool villas which are enviably positioned 
along the shoreline from £219. 
Meals: Breakfast. Half board from £27, full board from £46 
and all inclusive from £152 for villas only. 
Private transfers: 3½ hours from Colombo airport.
A 45 minute Cinnamon Air taxi available from £189 per 
person each way.

Room upgrades: Premier golf view rooms from £7
•premier ocean rooms have magnificent Indian Ocean views 
from £13•premier ocean view suites with separate living and 
dining rooms from £66. 
Meals: Breakfast. Half board from £23, full board from £41 
and all inclusive from £72. 
Private transfers: 5 hours from Colombo airport. A 45 minute 
Cinnamon Air taxi available from £119 per person each way.

Premier ocean view room

Deluxe garden room

Beach pool villa

7 nts with flights from £1299pp 
extra night from £88pp

7 nts with flights from £1449pp 
extra night from £93pp
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