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There’s absolutely nothing ordinary about the “Land of the Rising Sun”. In fact, 

it’s very extraordinary. It’s impossible to pigeon hole a country which has 

21st century soaring skyscrapers and a high-tech bullet train sitting alongside 

traditional Geisha and the rituals of the tea ceremony. And then, there’s the 

fact that this “tiny” race loves Sumo wrestling, where some of the “biggest” 

men on the planet compete. These, almost shocking, contrasts make Japan a 

constant surprise. 

See page 263 for Holiday Information for Japan

Japan
Japan tours from the UK 170-172

Side trips to Tokyo, Kyoto & Hiroshima 173

Cruise & Stay 
Japan, Korea & China -  Celebrity 23

Shibuya Crossing Tokyo

Bamboo Forest, Kyoto
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Planning your holiday

Why visit Japan?
Hiroshima will forever be remembered for the 
terrible events of 6th August 1945 when it 
became the world’s first atomic-bomb target. 
Despite it’s tragic past, a visit to Hiroshima will 
not be a depressing one, as a vibrant metropolis 
has risen from the bomb’s ashes. Be sure to visit 
the Peace Memorial Park and the Cenotaph, 
under which the Peace Flame burns.

Further insights to Japan’s traditional side are 
found in the Japanese Alps, a scenically stunning 
area with snow-capped mountains, villages, 

wildlife and hot springs, much of which is linked 
by the efficient rail network. Places to visit include 
charming Takayama which has a beautifully 
preserved old town; the highly rated Kenroku-en 
gardens in Kanazawa; or Koysa-San which is the 
mountain home of the Shingon sect of Buddhism 
with over 100 temples.

Wherever your travels in Japan take you, a 
fascinating experience awaits!
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Russia

Tokyo
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Kyoto

Shirakawago
Kanazawa

Takayama
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OsakaHiroshima

Sea of Japan

A heady mix of tradition and modernity, Japan 
is a country whose cultural traditions and 
ancient customs contrast with new technological 
developments and where Shinto shrines or 
atmospheric temples sit within touching distance 
of karaoke bars and neon signs.

Busy with a capital “B”, the capital Tokyo 
is a sophisticated, larger than life city that 
simply dazzles. Futuristic yet charming, there’s 
excitement and energy at every turn in the 
entertainment district of Shinjuku filled with 
soaring skyscrapers and crowds of people 
wearing way-out fashions. However, turn a 
figurative corner and you’ll discover the serenity 
of the Senso-ji temple in Asakura or tranquillity in 
the Hamarikyu-en Garden. To the west of Tokyo 
lies the Hakone National Park with Mount Fuji, 
at its heart.

While Japan’s former capital, Kyoto, is a modern 
city it’s where your view of traditional Japan will 
be fulfilled. Crammed with traditional wooden 
houses, grand palaces, decorative shrines and 
glorious gardens, it’s also where Geisha hobble 
down lamp-lit streets and young Japanese girls 
come to start their six year Geisha training as 
Maiko. South of Kyoto is Nara, home to some of 
Japan’s largest and oldest temples, most of which 
sit within a picturesque deer park.

Bustling Osaka is Japan’s commercial centre 
which bursts with an eclectic street culture, 
vast underground shopping malls and futuristic 
architectural landmarks. Attractions here include 
Osaka Castle, which although a replica, does 
afford amazing views from the top. Osaka is 
also one of Japan’s great food cities with 
many superb restaurants and cheap food 
stalls, especially in the entertainment district of 
Dotonbori.

Miyajima Island, Hiroshima
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It’s the perfect destination for…
All those who like to soak up history, culture 
and scenery. Whilst you may prefer the idea 
of joining an escorted tour, with a fantastic 
transport network it’s equally easy to explore 
under your own steam.  

Classic Japan
We recommend a twin centre holiday visiting 
the cities of Tokyo and Kyoto, which perfectly 
illustrates both the modern and traditional sides 
of Japan. Our Essential Japan tour on page 171 
is perfect for first time visitors looking to sample 
this thrilling destination and travel as part of 
a small group. You’ll have time to explore 
the many notable sights including a myriad of 
temples and shrines, soak up the buzz of city 
life, scale the heights of Mount Fuji for incredible 
views and travel on the iconic bullet train.

What you need to Know 

The prices
All prices shown are based on the best value 
travel dates in low season.  

Getting there
Tokyo is approximately 12 hours by non-stop 
flight from the UK. 

Best time to go
Japan’s four seasons resemble our own, but 
tend to be significantly colder and snowier 
during the winter (December-March) and 
much hotter in the summer (June to September). 
Spring and autumn are considered the best 
times to travel, as the weather is generally mild 
and offers spectacular views of the delicate 
spring cherry blossom or autumn foliage. June 
and early July is the main rainy season. 

Flight upgrades
Why not travel in style and upgrade to a higher 
class cabin, where you will benefit from greater 
comfort and space. Japan upgrade prices are: 
Premium economy from £369; business class 
from £1269 or first class from £2159 one way.

Ryokan

Our Japan at a Glance and Highlights of Japan 
tours both include an overnight stay in ryokan 
accommodation - where guests can get a taste of 
traditional Japanese home life. Rooms typically 
contain shoji (sliding rice paper doors), tatami mat 
flooring (reed), low wooden tables and a futon. 
Guests are provided with slippers (which should 
be removed before entering the room) and yukata 
(kimono-like robe). Meals are usually Japanese style 
and served either in your room or dining room.

Shinkansen Bullet Train

A highlight for many when visiting Japan is to travel 
aboard the Shinkansen bullet trains. Several of our 
tours include a journey on high speed trains and are 
based on Ordinary class with reserved seating. As 
the name suggests these are regular seats, which 
are generally comfortable and offer generous foot 
space. Signs and announcements are in Japanese 
and English with most served by small food carts with 
a selection of snacks and drinks. 

Enhance your Stay Excursions perfectly enhance your holiday and offer excellent value. Prices are per person.
Tokyo Gourmet Walk including lunch 

from £139

Discover Tokyo’s local food scene by visiting tiny family-run 
shops, as well as some well loved restaurants. Taste some 
of the staples of Japanese street food, such as fried meat 
croquettes, noodle specialties and traditional Japanese 
sweets, accompanied by some delicious Japanese drinks.

Kyoto back streets by bike 
from £89

During this 3 hour tour you will cycle through the 
Miyagawacho and Gion geisha districts before stopping at the 
Imperial Palace Park. Return to Kyoto Station where the tour 
concludes, or keep the bike until 7pm (at no extra charge) to 
continue exploring independently.

Ninja Workshop Tokyo
from £179

Enter the secret world of the ninja. Dress in Dogi (training 
clothes), practise meditation and train on traditional weaponry. 
You have a choice of skills to learn with options including 
grappling, lai swordsmanship, Jutte truncheon and rope 
techniques.  

Kyoto Sake Discovery
from £149

Learn more about the history and production of sake, Japan’s 
iconic drink, during this half day tour. Stroll through the streets 
of the brewing district of Fushimi and browse the shops before 
a simple but delicious lunch. Continue to the Gekkeikan Okura 
Sake Museum for a guided tour and sample different brews.   

Hakone & Mount Fuji
from £69

A self-guided full day excursion from Tokyo to Hakone 
(transport pass included), the gateway to Mt Fuji and where 
on clear days the views are stunning. Cruise Lake Ashinoko 
on a replica pirate ship, see the Hakone Shrine or hike the 
Old Tokaido Walking Trail.  

Home visit with tea ceremony Kyoto
from £169

This half day tour begins at the house of an instructor of the 
Japanese tea ceremony. Learn about Japanese tea and the 
tea ceremony, its long history with Zen Buddhism before 
making tea and enjoying your tea master’s green tea. 

Explore more…
Lengthier escorted or part-escorted tours are also 
available for those wishing to stay longer and 
venture further, see pages 170-172 for details. 
Perhaps see how Hiroshima has firmly put events of 
1945 behind her and blossomed into a vibrant city; 
see beautifully preserved Takayama; or whilst in 
Hakone stay in traditional ryokan accommodation 
(see below). Should you prefer not to join an 
escorted tour see page 173 for three side trips to 
Tokyo, Kyoto and Hiroshima, which are perfect for 
independent travellers.

Japan and beyond
Most travellers choosing to visit Japan will 
probably opt to do just that rather than combine 
with other destinations. However if you are 
looking for something a little different then you 
may wish to stop over in Singapore, Kuala 
Lumpur or the Middle East.  

Smart Choice
 
indirect flights, which involve 

a change of plane, can often save money. 
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further enhance your tour with our selection of optional excursions170  Japan

Day 1: Fly to Tokyo.
Day 2 Tokyo: Transfer to your hotel on arrival. The rest of the 
day is at leisure, so why not take a stroll and start discovering 
the delights of the Japanese capital. 
Day 3 Tokyo: Today’s guided tour utilises Tokyo’s super-
efficient metro system, and begins with a stroll through 
Hama-Rikyu Teien, the former private garden of an Edo 
period lord. You will then see Tokyo from a different angle 
as you take a boat cruise along the Sumida River. Next stop 
is Asakusa, a part of Tokyo’s old town and home to its oldest 
Buddhist temple, Senso-ji, as well as the city’s oldest Geisha 
district. This afternoon, head across to Omotesando, known 
as Tokyo’s Champs Elysees, then take time to explore Meiji 
Shrine, the city’s most famous shrine dedicated to Emperor 
Meiji and Empress Shoken. 
Day 4 Tokyo: At leisure to explore independently; perhaps 
visit some of the city’s world-class museums and art galleries; 
enjoy a stroll in the paradise-like oasis of Ueno Park; take 
in the incredible panoramic views from the Tokyo Skytree 
or head to Tsukiji Market and grab a bite to eat from the 
numerous sushi stalls and tiny restaurants. Alternatively, 
venture out of Tokyo itself to explore further afield. 
Day 5 Tokyo/Hakone: Take the train to Hakone, the 
gateway to Mount Fuji and surrounding national park. Stay in 
traditional Japanese-style ryokan accommodation, complete 
with tatami mats, shoji rice paper sliding doors and onsen 
baths. This evening, relax in your yukata, or lightweight 
kimono, and dine on a kaiseki multi-course meal before you 
bed down on your futon.

ample time to explore at your leisure•UNESCO World Heritage sites•travel on the bullet train

Departures: Daily.
Accommodation: 3� hotels are used on this tour.
Meals: Breakfast. Dinner also included on days 5 & 6.
Tour price: The price shown is based on the best value travel 
dates in low season and includes return international flights 
from the UK, accommodation, PASMO Tokyo transport pass, 
Hakone Free Pass, standard class travel between Tokyo and 
Kyoto on the bullet train, one day bus and subway pass in 
Kyoto, English speaking local guide in Tokyo (day 3) and 
Kyoto (day 8) and all entrance fees and transport (days 3 
and 8).

What you need to know

Japan at a Glance 
Part-escorted tour

Sea of Japan
Japan

Tokyo

Mount Fuji

Kyoto

Hakone

Day 6 Hakone: At leisure to explore Hakone National Park 
independently using your included transport pass. 
You can take the Hakone Tozan switchback train that zigzags 
through the mountains and offers views of the surrounding 
valleys. Afterwards, ride the Guinness World Record-holder 
ropeway all the way up to Mt Owakudani. From there, you 
can take the ropeway for Togendai where you can board 
a replica pirate ship that cruises Lake Ashinoko, formed 
following a volcanic eruption over 3,000 years ago.

Day 7 Hakone/Kyoto: A highlight today is the two hour journey 
by the world famous Shinkansen bullet train to Kyoto. The afternoon 
is at leisure to begin exploring this magnificent city, the former 
capital of Japan and home to no less than 17 UNESCO World 
Heritage sites. Alternatively, why not book a cooking class, tea 
ceremony or visit to a sake brewery (all additional expense).
Day 8 Kyoto: Today’s guided tour begins with ornamental 
Nijo Castle and its stunning gardens. Continue to the serene 
Ryoan-ji Temple, famous for its well-maintained rock garden. 
Nearby is Kinkaku-ji, one of Kyoto’s most famous temples 
and then later, visit Kiyomizu-dera (Pure Water) Temple 
for amazing views. The tour ends with a stroll through the 
atmospheric Higashiyama district.
Day 9 Kyoto: At leisure to further explore Kyoto. 
Alternatively, make the 45 minute trip by train to Nara, using 
your rail pass, which is home to many temples and shrines 
dating back to the 8th century and picturesque Nara Park 
where hundreds of deer roam freely. 
Day 10 Kyoto: At leisure before your transfer to the airport 
for your onward journey.

Tokyo

Fushimi-Inari Shrine, Kyoto

Lake Ashinoko

Hakone National Park

8 night part-escorted tour from 
£2899pp

Tokyo 3 nights ~ Hakone 2 nights ~ Kyoto 3 nights
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Day 1: Fly to Tokyo. 
Day 2 Tokyo: On arrival you will be met and transferred 
to your hotel. The rest of the day is at leisure to relax or, 
alternatively, why not begin your explorations of Tokyo, a city 
where neon-lit skyscrapers rub shoulders with historic temples 
and attractive gardens. 
Day 3 Tokyo: Start the day with a visit to the Tokyo Tower, 
the second tallest self-supporting steel tower in Japan. 
Enjoy a traditional Japanese tea ceremony followed by a 
Japanese-style lunch. Afterwards, see the Imperial Palace 
Plaza and Nijubashi Bridge, before a cruise in Tokyo Bay 
for a unique view of the city. Finally, visit Asakusa Temple 
and Nakamise Shopping Street, said to be one of the oldest 
shopping streets in Japan. 
Day 4 Tokyo/Mount Fuji: Pack a small bag for your stay at 
Mount Fuji, while your main luggage is taken to Kyoto. Enjoy 
scenery of rural Japan as you head to Mt. Fuji and Hakone 
and on arrival cruise across peaceful Lake Ashi, absorbing 
the picturesque and serene natural beauty. You can then 
take the Owakudani Ropeway, a Japanese aerial lift, for 
spectacular views of the surrounding areas including Mount 
Fuji and Ashinoko Lake. After lunch at a local restaurant enjoy 
a panoramic view from its 5th station (subject to weather 
conditions) before transferring to your hotel.   

extensive city tours visiting major landmarks•spectacular Mount Fuji•intricate temples and shrines

Day 5 Mount Fuji/Kyoto: After breakfast travel by 
coach to Kyoto, stopping en route in Nagoya to visit 
the lovely Tokugawa Japanese Garden. Continue to the 
interesting Toyota Museum which commemorates the 
history of the automobile before continuing to the cultural 
city of Kyoto.
Day 6 Kyoto: Today’s tour of Kyoto includes Nijo Castle 
which was built in 1603. Spend time at Kinkakuji Temple 
(Golden Pavilion) and then this afternoon visit Heian 
Jingu Shrine, which has an exquisite garden; see the 
Sanjusangendo Temple and visit Kiyomizu-dera Temple, a 
celebrated temple offering wonderful views of Kyoto. This 
evening, you may wish to stroll around the Gion district 
where you may come across Geisha wearing traditional 
kimonos. 
Day 7 Kyoto/Hiroshima: Pack a small bag for your stay 
in Hiroshima whilst your main luggage goes on to Osaka. 
After breakfast, depart Kyoto by bullet train and on 
arrival visit the Peace Memorial Park to see the Genbaku-
dome (The Atomic Bomb Dome), which was designated 
a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1996. While all 
structures vanished in the atomic bomb explosion, only this 
building miraculously remained standing. 
Day 8 Hiroshima/Osaka: After breakfast you will travel 
by ferry to Miyajama to visit the Itsukushima Shrine, which is 
situated on Itsukushima Island. It is a scenic sight in which the 
mountains, sea and red shrine buildings blend in harmony, 
and the entire island is designated as a historic site. After 
lunch, transfer to Osaka by bullet train.
Day 9 Osaka: Enjoy a morning tour of Osaka including 
a visit to the impressive Osaka Castle, built in the 16th 
century and one of Japan’s most famous landmarks. Later, 
embark on a river cruise on the Aqua Liner to enjoy the city 
panorama from the water. In the afternoon transfer to Nara 
and visit the Todaji Temple (Great Buddha), the picturesque 
Nara Park, home to hundreds of freely roaming deer and 
the Kasuga Taisha Shrine. Return to Osaka.
Day 10 Osaka: At leisure before your tour concludes with 
a transfer to the airport for your onward journey.

Essential Japan  
Escorted coach tour

Departures: Tours depart on fixed departure dates. 
Please ask for details.
Accommodation: 3� hotels are used on this tour. 
Meals: Breakfast. Lunch is also included on days 3, 4 and 8. 
Dinner is also included on day 4.
Group size: Tours operate subject to a minimum of 
10 travellers.
Tour price: The price shown for this Japan Links coach tour 
is based on the best value travel dates in low season and 
includes return international flights from the UK, all domestic 
transportation, accommodation, English speaking guides, 
sightseeing as outlined and entrance fees.

What you need to know

Japan

Tokyo

Kyoto
Mount Fuji

Osaka
Hiroshima

Sea of Japan

7 night escorted coach tour from 
£2999pp

Tokyo 2 nights ~ Mount Fuji 1 night ~ Kyoto 2 nights
Hiroshima 1 night ~ Osaka 2 nights

Kiyomizu-dera, Kyoto

Shinkansem Bullet Train
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prices & offers change constantly - call for today’s best available deals!172  Japan

Day 1: Fly to Tokyo. 
Day 2 Tokyo: Transfer to your hotel on arrival. The rest of 
the day is at leisure.  
Day 3 Tokyo: Today’s guided tour starts at Hamarikyu, a 
Japanese garden that once served as a private villa during 
the Edo period. After a break in the teahouse take a scenic 
river cruise to Asakusa, part of Tokyo’s old town, and home 
to its oldest Buddhist temple, Sensoji, as well as Tokyo’s 
oldest Geisha district. The tour ends with a visit to Meiji 
Jingu, Tokyo’s most famous shrine, dedicated to Emperor 
Meiji and a popular venue for traditional Shinto weddings. 
Day 4 Tokyo: At leisure to explore. Perhaps visit some 
of the city’s world-class museums and art galleries, the 
electronics district of Akihabara or see the world-famous 
Tsukji Fish Market. Alternatively, venture out of Tokyo and 
explore the delightful seaside town of Kamakura. 
Day 5 Tokyo/Takayama: Travel by Shinkansen bullet 
train before changing onto the Limited Express Hida 
Wideview for a scenic journey through tall mountains and 
stunning gorges to Takayama. Nestled high in the Hida 
alpine region, this beautifully preserved old town was cut off 
from the rest of Japan, allowing it to develop its own unique 
culture. We recommend at stroll in Takayama’s shitamachi, 
where the streets are lined with century-old merchants’ 
homes and sake breweries. Stay overnight in a ryokan, the 
traditional Japanese-style inn furnished with low tables and 
chairs, sliding shoji doors and tatami flooring. 
Day 6 Takayama: At leisure to continue exploring 
independently. An optional food and culture walk and 
Hida cycling tour is available (additional expense), during 
which you’ll explore some of Takayama’s food shops with 
a knowledgeable guide, before a cycling tour in Hida 
Furukawa, a small, quiet farm village.
Day 7 Takayama/Kanazawa: For today’s self-guided 
tour, we suggest you rise early and travel by bus to 
Shirakawago, a UNESCO World Heritage Site, famous 
for its gassho-zukuri farmhouses. These houses are private 
homes but some are open to the public, such as Wada 
House. In the afternoon, continue by bus to Kanazawa, 
a beautifully preserved castle town and now a thriving 
centre for culture and arts. 

cosmopolitan cities•cultural sights•intricately decorated temples

Departures: Daily.
Meals: Breakfast. Dinner also included on day 6.
Tour price: The price shown is based on the best value 
travel dates in low season and includes return international 
flights from the UK, 3� accommodation, PASMO Tokyo 
transport pass, Hakone Free Pass, 7 day Japan Rail Pass for 
Ordinary Class to use from days 5-11, one way bus travel to 
Shirakawago and Kanazawa, two day bus and subway pass 
in Kyoto, English speaking local guide in Tokyo (day 3) and 
Kyoto (day 12), all entrance fees and transport (days 3 and 
12) and cultural experience in Kyoto on day 13.

What you need to know

Highlights of Japan 
Part-escorted tour

Day 8 Kanazawa: During today’s self-guided tour we 
suggest you start with pristine Kenroku-en Garden, ranked 
as one of Japan’s top three gardens. Adjacent is Kanzawa 
Castle, a designated Important National Cultural Asset. 
Finally, visit the old Samurai district and visit Nomura House, 
a restored residence of a high ranked samurai family.
Day 9 Kanazawa/Hiroshima: Travel by train to Hiroshima, 
famous as the first target of an atomic bomb. The city has risen 
phoenix-like from the ashes and rebuilt itself as one of Japan’s 
most laid back, vibrant cities, full of wide boulevards and art 
museums, great food and welcoming people.  
Day 10 Hiroshima: Travel by ferry to Miyajima Island where 
you will find perhaps the most photographed site in Japan, 
The Floating Torii Gate, which dates back to the 6th century. 
Be sure to visit the Peace Park and Museum for a sobering 
reminder of the events of 1945; far from being a depressing 
experience, the overriding theme is one of hope and peace.
Day 11 Hiroshima/Kyoto: Board the Shinkansen for the 
journey to Kyoto. On arrival the rest of the day is at leisure.
Day 12 Kyoto: Join a local guide and explore some of Kyoto’s 
World Heritage Sites using the city’s comprehensive bus system. 
Start with a visit to ornamental Nijo Castle, which was completed 
in 1603 and is surrounded by stunning gardens. Continue on 
to the serene Ryoan-ji Temple to see its well-maintained rock 
garden and then visit Kinkaku-ji Temple. Later, visit Kiyomizu-
dera (Pure Water) Temple for amazing views before visiting the 
atmospheric Higashiyama district.
Day 13 Kyoto/Nara/Kyoto: This morning visit a Machiya, 
a beautifully restored wooden town house typical of Kyoto, 
before an induction to the Tea Ceremony, a quintessential 
part of Japanese culture and then walk through the old 
neighbourhood to visit a nearby Sake brewery. In the 
afternoon you have the option to take the short journey by train 
to Nara where we recommend you visit the Todaiji Temple, the 
world’s largest wooden building and home to Japan’s largest 
Buddha. Alternatively, continue to explore Kyoto.
Day 14 Kyoto/Osaka: A day at leisure to explore the lively 
streets of Osaka. Don’t miss Doguyasuji market and then see 
Sennichimae, a lane filled with small eateries.  
Day 15 Osaka: Your tour concludes with a transfer to the 
airport for your onward journey.

Japan

Tokyo

Kyoto

Takayama

Kanazawa

Osaka
Hiroshima

Sea of Japan

Kenroku Garden, Kanazawa

Takayama

Shirakawago Village

Ninomaru Palace, Nijo Castle

13 night part-escorted tour from 
£3459pp

Kenroku-en, Kanazawa

Tokyo 3 nights ~ Takayama 2 nights ~ Kanazawa 2 nights 

Hiroshima 2 nights ~ Kyoto 3 nights ~ Osaka 1 night
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What you need to know
Departures: Daily. 
Accommodation: In superior rooms at Villa Fontaine Shiodome 
which have bath/shower, fridge and free WiFi.
Meals: Breakfast. Lunch is also included on day 3.
Tour price: The price shown is based on the best value travel 
dates in low season and includes return transfers between the 
airport and hotel, 3 nights accommodation and sightseeing 
as outlined on day 3. 

Departures: Daily. 
Accommodation: In standard rooms at Vista Premio Kyoto 
which have bath/shower and fridge.
Meals: Breakfast. 
Tour price: The price shown is based on the best value travel 
dates in low season and includes return shared transfers 
between the airport and hotel, 3 nights accommodation and 
sightseeing as outlined on day 2.

What you need to know
Departures: Daily. 
Accommodation: In standard rooms at New Hiroden 
Hiroshima which have bath/shower, fridge and free WiFi.
Meals: Breakfast. 
Tour price: The price shown is based on the best value travel 
dates in low season and includes return travel by Shinkansen 
bullet train in ordinary reserved seats between Kyoto and 
Hiroshima and 2 nights accommodation. 

What you need to know

Day 1 Tokyo: You will be met at Tokyo airport and 
transferred to your centrally located hotel by either road or 
using the high speed express train,
Day 2 Tokyo: Today you are free to explore the Japanese 
capital at leisure. Take a look at the Imperial Palace, which is 
home to the Imperial Family, and surrounding beautiful gardens. 
Other options include Senso-ji which is Tokyo’s most visited 
temple; the Tokyo National Museum; sweeping city views from 
the observation deck of Tokyo Sky Tree; perhaps take a tour 
to Mount Fuji or enjoy some retail therapy in the Ginza district, 
Tokyo’s high end shopping and entertainment district. 
Day 3 Tokyo: At leisure before you meet a local food expert 
and embark on a Gourmet Walk. Dive into the narrow streets 
of Tokyo’s lively neighbourhoods and discover hidden local 
gourmet gems including tiny shops that have been run for 
many generations, as well as some well-loved restaurants. 
Taste some of the staples of Japanese street food, such as 
some freshly fried meat croquettes, local noodle specialties 
and traditional Japanese sweets, accompanied by some 
delicious Japanese drinks.  
Day 4 Tokyo: Return transfer to Tokyo airport where your 
tour concludes.

city sights•walking tour•fascinating culture

Tokyo 
3 night independent tour

Kyoto 
3 night independent tour

temples•tea ceremony•traditional culture

Day 1 Kyoto: You will be met at Kansai airport and 
transferred to your centrally located hotel. Kyoto is 
Japan’s seventh largest city and home to countless 
temples, shrines and other historically priceless 
structures.
Day 2 Kyoto: Today’s half day tour begins at the 
house of an instructor of the Japanese tea ceremony. 
The tea master will explain about Japanese tea, the 
tea ceremony and its long history with Zen Buddhism. 
You will be able to try your hand at making tea, before 
enjoying your tea master’s green tea.
Day 3 Kyoto: At leisure for independent sightseeing. 
Options include Kinakaku-ji the famed Golden Pavilion; 
Ginkaku-ji Temple which has magnificent halls and 
gardens; Nijo Castle; Kiyomizu-dera Temple for great 
city views and don’t miss Gion, Kyoto’s most famous 
Geisha district. 
Day 4 Kyoto: Return transfer to Kansai airport where 
your tour concludes.

Hiroshima 
2 night independent tour

bullet train•historic sights•vibrant city

Day 1 Kyoto/Hiroshima: Travel for two hours by 
Shinkansen bullet train from Kyoto to Hiroshima and on 
arrival walk the short distance to your hotel. The city will 
forever be known for events back in 1945; however, 
today vibrant Hiroshima is full of wide boulevards, 
friendly people, great food and a wonderful laid-back 
ambience. 
Day 2 Hiroshima: A full day to explore independently. 
A must see is the Hiroshima Peace Memorial Park, built 
to honour the victims of the atomic bomb, which has 
many memorials, monuments, statues and a museum. 
Another highlight is the rebuilt Hiroshima Castle, or 
we also recommend taking a short tram and ferry ride 
to Miyajima Island where you’ll find the 6th century 
floating Torii Gate. Whilst on the island you may wish 
to hike (or take the cable car) up to the peak of 
Mt Misen for spectacular views of the surrounding 
islands.
Day 3 Hiroshima/Kyoto: Return by bullet train to 
Kyoto where your tour concludes.

xxxxx

3 night independent tour 
from £565pp

3 night independent tour 
from £499pp

2 night independent tour 
from £399pp

Villa Fontaine Shiodome
3�PLUS 
This large, welcoming hotel boasts a cutting edge design 
and offers 497 rooms along with an excellent downtown 
location close to the Tokyo Towers, the second tallest 
structure in Japan. There is easy access to the city’s many 
other sights as the Shiodome Station is just a minute’s 
walk away or Shinbashi Station only ten minutes by foot. 
Within the hotel, the soaring and spacious atrium lobby 
is the impressive setting for breakfast, while rooms are 
modern and comfortable. 

Vista Premio Kyoto
3�PLUS  
Enjoying an ideal downtown location, the 84 room Vista 
Premio has an excellent variety of restaurants, bars, 
bakeries and shops in the vicinity. Nearby sights also 
include Kyoto Ryozen Gokoku Shrine and Kiyomizu 
Temple. However, with close proximity to train lines, the 
subway and many bus routes, the whole city is yours to 
explore. Guest rooms are compact with modern décor 
and provide a comfortable base at great value. 

New Hiroden Hiroshima
3�PLUS 
Conveniently close to the JR Hiroshima Station and within 
easy reach of the city centre, the hotel stands beside the 
banks of the Kyobashi River. The hotel offers 256 well-
appointed rooms, massage services, a buffet restaurant, 
as well as snacks and beverages at Bar Etoile. However, 
there’s also a good choice of restaurants in the vicinity 
and when it comes to sightseeing, you’ll be within easy 
reach of Hiroshima Toshogu and Hiroshima Castle.

Superior room

Torii GateKiyomizu-dera

Hiroshima Castle

Tokyo Sky Tree
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